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BEARSTED PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Environment Committee meeting of Bearsted Parish Council 
held at King George V Memorial Hall, Manor Rise, Bearsted on  

Tuesday 19th March, 2019 at 7:30pm  
 

Present: Cllr Geoff Bennett (Vice Chair) 
  Cllr Jon Hughes (Chair) 
  Cllr Richard Ash MBE 
  Cllr Suzanne Camp 
  Cllr Fabienne Hughes 
  Cllr Pat Marshall MBE 
   
   
Also in attendance was the Clerk, Sarah Lewis and 4 members of the public 
 
Reports from members of the public 
A resident of Mynn Crescent spoke regarding his concerns for the recent clearance works at 
Meadowbank and requested some information regarding ensuring the conservation of wildlife.  
Cllrs Bennett and F Hughes responded briefly with relevant information to alleviate concerns 
and the Chair pointed out that this was an agenda item for discussion during the meeting for 
which the resident was most welcome to stay for.  The resident commended the Council on the 
appearance of the fencing and new footpath surface. 
 
1. Declarations of intention to record 
 The Clerk declared the recording of the meeting for transcription purposes. 
 
2. Apologies and absence 

Apologies had been received prior to the meeting from Cllr Bollom and Camp and were 
accepted. 

 
3. Declaration of Interests, Dispensations, Predetermination or Lobbying 

There were no such declarations. 
 
4. Minutes of last meeting 

The minutes of the Environment Committee meeting on Tuesday 19th February, 2019 
were signed as a true record. 

 
5. Matters arising from the last minutes and action points. 

Relocation of salt bin at Madginford Hall:  Ongoing 
Update on Madginford Hall car park issues:  Ongoing awaiting updates from the hall 
committee. 
Memorial bench policy:  The Clerk informed the Committee that she had received no 
input for the draft policy as agreed at the previous meeting.  It was requested that the 
policy is circulated to the full council ahead of the next Full Council meeting for input and 
approval. 
Update on relocation of playscheme equipment:  Cllr F Hughes reported that this was in 
hand and was due to be actioned during the Easter break with the assistance of Lee 
Harrison of LR Property Maintenance. 

  
6. Finance Reports 
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These had been circulated during the afternoon and were noted.  Cllr Ash commended 
the revised budget headings and balanced budget for the Environment Committee.  It was 
requested that the budget for the defibrillators is moved to the office admin budget.  It 
was further discussed that the Market on the Green stays within the Environment 
Committee oversight in connection with the maintenance and upkeep of the Green where 
the event is held. 

 
7. Church Landway/Church Car Park  

a) Correspondence:  There was no such correspondence. 
b) Suggestions for a specification for resurfacing works at the Church Lane car park 

are in hand and will be agreed at the next Finance and General Policy meeting, 
with sealed tenders being invited and to be addressed by the Environment 
Committee ahead of ratification at Full Council. 

 
8. Highways & Footpaths 

a) Correspondence had been received from a resident regarding scheduled water 
main replacement works which will involve excavation of a trench and 
subsequent reinstatement to the footpath from St Faiths Lane to Roseacre Lane 
and will notify the Parish and County Council of the date of commencement in 
due course.  The Clerk will write to the resident to acknowledge the notice. 

b) To identify areas requiring maintenance by the Community Payback Scheme: Cllr 
Ash requested that this be deferred to item 12d which was agreed. 

c) Mobile parking signs:  Some quotations had been received however the matter 
remains ongoing whilst further quotations are obtained.  It was agreed to defer 
this item to Full Council for consideration. 

d) The Clerk provided an update for the adoption of the streetlight BPC001 in 
Egremont Road.  The matter is ongoing with KCC for inspection and subsequent 
recommendation for works ahead of adoption. 

e) Following reports of commuters walking to and from the station in the dark and 
not visible to drivers, a quote had been received for reflective armbands at a cost 
of 98p each for an order of 1500.  It was suggested that this item is deferred until 
the Environment Committee meeting of 21st May 2019 for the newly formed 
Committee’s consideration. 

f) Additional bin at Cross Keys:  Notification of lack of stock has been received from 
MBC who will contact us when new stock is received.   

g) Contact had been received from KCC regarding the installation of an additional 
road narrows sign and refreshing the SLOW markings at the railway bridge in 
Ware Street with a cost of £560.  These costs were agreed by a unanimous vote 
and the Clerk will instruct the Highways authority to proceed. 

 A discussion took place regarding the need for a pedestrian crossing in Ware 
Street but the lack of a suitable point to locate it.  Cllr F Hughes spoke of and the 
possibility of obtaining a small piece of land to enable the extension of pavement 
before Sandy Lane and allow the opportunity for a straight crossing which is not 
available at present.  This will be deferred pending enquiries. 

h) An hourly rate had been received from a litter picker contractor used in a 
neighbouring parish.  It was agreed that this would be a useful addition to the 
Council’s regular contractors and that the Committee will recommend to Full 
Council a suggestion of regular duties and corresponding weekly hours with ad 
hoc work as requested by the Clerk.  The admin team will collate a proposal for 
recommendation at Full Council. 

ACTION: ADMIN 
 

9. General Maintenance 
a) No essential maintenance issues were highlighted.  
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10. Bearsted Green 
 a) Correspondence: 

 Following further correspondence from Bearsted Cricket Club regarding the nets 
which are stored behind the Pavilion on the Green, although it was acknowledged 
that the nets are not easily collapsible, the Clerk was asked by the Committee to 
insist that the nets are dismantled at the end of the season and stored from 
October to March whilst they are not in use. 

 An application had been received from Shaylers Showtime Amusements for a 
funfair to be operated on the Green in the summer.  Due to a large area of the 
Green being used as a Cricket pitch and various other event commitments, the 
Parish Council would decline on this occasion.  The Clerk will inform the 
applicant. 

ACTION: CLERK 
b) Following a request for volunteers to form a Pond Management working group, 

several offers of assistance have been received.  The Admin team will arrange for 
an initial meeting of volunteers and a local ecologist to make a plan going 
forward. 

ACTION: ADMIN 
20:10 Cllr Bennett left the meeting. 
20:12 Cllr Bennet returned to the meeting. 
c) The Clerk reported that she has been in touch with Invicta Law regarding the 

legal position of the Parish Council with regards to the removal of the bins that 
are being left out on the edge of the Green behind Smarts Cottages.  This matter is 
ongoing. 

 
11. Allotments 

a) A request for a further key for a plot at the Church Lane allotment site had been 
received from an acquaintance of a plot holder.  It was highlighted that one key is 
issued to the plot holder and that the rental agreement states rules regarding 
tenancy and sub-letting.  It was also highlighted that the current Public Liability 
insurance only extends to the named tenant and therefore this request is to be 
declined. 

ACTION: ADMIN 
12. Meadowbank 

a) Cllr J Hughes reported that the issue of ash die back trees is ongoing awaiting 
expert advice. 

b) Cllr Ash reported that following a visit to the Medway Valley Countryside 
Partnership, the Parish Council are to receive an updated report regarding habitat 
management recommendations.  This item is therefore deferred. 

c) Cllr J Hughes gave an update on grazing for the land having spoken with a local 
farmer who would be interested in using her sheep on the land to graze, however 
advice has been obtained from Wildwood Trust regarding the boggy conditions at 
the bottom of the steep slope being detrimental to conditions in sheep such as 
foot rot.  A further suggestion has been received for the grazing of Konik ponies 
which can be leased from Wildwood Trust without charge which will be further 
investigated by Cllr Fabienne Hughes and reported at the next Full Council 
meeting for approval.  This was agreed by a unanimous vote. 

ACTION: CLLR F HUGHES  
d) Community Payback Scheme review:  Cllr Ash spoke regarding the scheme and 

highlighted that the more focussed tasks with clearly defined boundaries are 
attended to well, but he has concerns regarding larger areas and felt that closer 
supervision was needed.  Concern was also voiced regarding the location of 
recent bonfires at Meadowbank in an area with flowers.  Cllr Ash would like to 
see a previous suggestion of the painting of the metal fencing at the Elizabeth 



Minute Reference: 341 
 

Harvie field and the Holy Cross Church attended to.  The Clerk will contact the 
handy man to attend to some welding issues ahead of painting.   

ACTION: CLERK 
 Cllr F Hughes highlighted that there had been some complaints from residents 

close to Meadowbank regarding the burning of a bonfire on the site and pointed 
out that the fires are necessary to burn the rubbish that has been dumped on the 
land by residents.  A letter will be sent to close-by properties to ask residents to 
desist from using the area as a dump for household waste. 

ACTION: CLERK 
 

13. Open Spaces 
a) Rosemary Road open space:  This matter is ongoing awaiting a response from 

MBC. 
 
14. Market on the Green 

a) Expenditure for additional fencing, metal stakes, gazebo weights, clicker and 
bungee ties at a cost of £84.47 was agreed by a unanimous vote. 

b) Parking provision for the Market was discussed however it was felt that current 
footfall does not demand additional parking and that enquiries should be advised 
to use the train station car park or walk where possible. 

 
15. General Correspondence 

i) An email had been received from NALC with an invitation to be part of the Tree 
Charter campaign.  After consideration, the Committee declined the invitation by 
a unanimous vote. 

 Discussions took place regarding trees that are Parish Council owned and the 
need for a regular visual inspection in order to comply with insurance 
requirements.  Trees identified as Council owned are on the Green, the Christmas 
Tree at Madginford, two trees at the Church Lane car park and 2 cherry trees in 
the Elizabeth Harvie field. 

 
16. Noticeboards and Street Furniture 

a) Update on noticeboard renovation:  the cork replacement is ongoing awaiting 
materials.  Cllr Ash identified that the back of the Cross Keys noticeboard needs 
replacing with marine ply.   

 
17. Bearsted in Bloom Competition update 
 The poster for the 2019 event was approved by a unanimous vote. 
 
18. Christmas Trees 2019 

a) Quotations had been received for the decorating and removal of decorations for 
the Christmas trees at the Green and Madginford.  The quotation from 
AngloGlobal for £300 was agreed however confirmation is required that this 
price would extend to a large proportion of a day. 

ACTION: CLERK 
 

19. Summer Playscheme 
 a) Quotation for banners:  This item was deferred to Full Council. 
 
20. Future Agenda Items 
 Roof repair to the weigh bridge office at the Coal Yard 

Re-surfacing of the footpath between Sandy Mount and the White Horse as the linear 
route to the railway station. 
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 18. Date of the next meeting: 16th April, 2019. 
 
There being no further business to transact, the meeting ended at 21:00. 
   
   
 
 
Signed………………………………………. Date………………………………………….. 


