BEARSTED PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of the Bearsted Parish Council held at King George V Memorial Hall Manor Rise Bearsted held on Tuesday 9th September 2008 at 7.30pm
Present: Mr Walton (Chairman) Mrs Cahill, Mrs Marshall M.B.E, Mrs Stevens, Messrs Ash, Cumming, Dyke, Ethridge, Harris, Hughes, Licence, Smith, Stark, Street and Young together with the Clerk, Mr C.E. Palferman. There were 22 Local Government Electors present.. 
1
Apologies for Absence - None
2
Declarations of Interest

All Councillors were warned of the necessity to disclose any interest they may have in any items to be discussed. Mrs Marshall declared that she would not participate in any discussion concerning planning matters as she was a member of the Borough Council Planning Committee. 
Mr Ethridge ,Mr Licence and Mr Smith stated that they were members of the Woodland Trust. Mr Licence and Mr Smith stated that they were members of the Bearsted and Thurnham Society and would not participate in any discussions concerning this organisation.

Mrs Cahill stated that she would not participate in any discussions concerning donations to Maidstone Hockey Club as her husband was a member of the Club

3
Minutes of Previous Meeting
The minutes of the previous meeting held on the 8th July 2008 were read  amended agreed and signed as a true record.

It was agreed to invite Mrs Foster of property known as Paignton The Street to attend the next Planning Committee meeting to discuss the Councils refusal to allow right of way over the allotment access to proposed developers of her property.
4
Planning Report
It was agreed to take this item on the agenda out of turn as there were several members of the public who had attended to discuss with the Council the current planning applications lodged in respect of Driveway Cottage, Little Orchard and Sunrise Homes.
MA/08/1463 Driveway Cottage Trapfield Lane
It was reported that this matter was discussed by the Planning Committee on the 7th August and it was agreed to oppose this application. It was also agreed to instruct Messrs Bloomfield’s Ltd to formulate a letter of opposition in addition to our own reasons for refusal sent to oppose this application.
The letter from Bloomfield’s was sent off before the closing date of the application
(1)
The report of the Planning Committee meeting held on the 4th September 2008 was produced and read (see Appendix 1)

The Chairman Mr Licence had indicated that he wished to relinquish the Chairmanship of the Planning Committee after this meeting. He stated that he would continue as a member of the committee. It was agreed that the Planning Committee would need to elect a new Chairman at their next meeting


Applications Received


MA/08/1666
Little Orchard Church Lane  –Demolition of existing house and erection of eight new dwellings with new highway and service roads – The Council discussed this application and then heard the opinions of the local residents that had attended the meeting to object to the application.


The Council agreed to recommend to the Borough Council that this application be refused.  

The objections included Highway considerations as the proposed new dwellings will replace just one house with the access and egress onto Church Lane.


Church Lane is a narrow lane already being used to capacity as it serves as access to Holy Cross Church, the local Tennis and Bowls Club and the open space known as ‘Bearsted Woodland Trust’. The local residents who include residents at an Old Peoples sheltered accommodation and a Disabled persons home  use this unpaved Lane to gain access to shops and Bearsted Green. This development if allowed will cause an increase in the traffic which will make the road more hazardous.


Construction traffic trying to access this site will have great difficulty as the entrance and site lines will be restricted. The carriageway is approximately 4.5 metres wide at this point


There is to be a large number of trees removed from this site and this will spoil the local rural aspect of this area close to the Bearsted Green conservation area.


The impact of this development will greatly affect the neighbouring properties. Mount Lodge will be affected by the close proximity of the two semi-detached properties in the South West corner of the site, leading to a loss of amenity. 


The resident of Tremayne will have a loss of privacy as the dwellings will overlook this property. The proposed terraced block which will be 6 metres from the edge of the conservation area and will also cause a loss of privacy to the resident living in accommodation above the garage to Maybank.


Because this development site is elevated it will also look down on houses in The Orchard Site causing these residents a significant loss of amenity.

(2)


The Design Statement submitted by the proposed Developer is misleading in that it gives the impression that the Parish Council approved the design of the houses and welcomed this development. This is not the case the Parish Council were shown the application prior to it being lodged with the Borough Council but indicated to the Developer that they could not make any comment or decision 


until they saw the actual planning application.


The Council agreed that they oppose this application on the basis that it contravenes policy H20 and the terms of PPS3 in that it is not a well integrated site which compliments neighbouring buildings in terms of scale density and access.


It was also agreed that a Planning Consultant be employed to oppose this application. That a site meeting be held with KCC Highways. It was also recommended that if a Planning Consultant was employed part of the instructions should include the preparation of a Policy Statement regarding Development in this area



MA/08/1530
Bower Cottage Residential Home –  Rear PCVU conservatory  -No objections.


MA/08/1611
Little Maltings – Two storey side extension and single storey front and rear extension – no objections


Applications granted and refused

MA/08/0603
140 Ashford Road
Granted


MA/08/1047
10 Yeoman Park
Granted


MA/08/1108
The Old Forge
Granted


MA/08/1136
8 Ashford Road
Granted


MA/08/1176
Linscot Roundwell
Granted


MA/08/1183
Nethermount Church Lane
Granted


MA/08/1188
88 Bramley Crescent
Granted


MA/08/1205
8 Cavendish Way
Granted


MA/08/1239
15 Mynn Crescent
Granted


MA/08/1302
33 Egremont Road
Granted


MA/08/1310
156C Ashford Road
Granted


MA/08/1340
1 Fauchons Close
Granted


MA/08/1614 1,3,5,7,9,and 11 Ashford Road and 2 and 2a Fauchons Lane Erection of registered Care Home – This application had been received too late to be discussed by the Planning Committee so it was agreed that a special meeting of the Planning Committee would be held as soon as possible. All members of the Council would be invited to attend the meeting
5
Action Points from Previous Minutes

5.1 Parish Plan update
     It was reported that the Questionnaire was now ready to go to the Printers and

     the Chairman of the Parish Plan Steering Group was enquiring as to costs of 

     delivery and collection.
(3)
5.2 Quality Parish Council application

      It was agreed that the application would be submitted as soon as the new 

      criteria was available.

5.3 Parking at Tesco Express Ashford Road

     The Council were addressed by Mr Graham Norton a resident of Ashford 
     Road who was complaining regarding the traffic problems being created

     by cars entering and exiting the shop area.

The Council agreed that the traffic in this area required greater control and 

      agreed to hold urgent talks with both KCC Highways and Tesco’s to try and 

     

find a solution to this problem before a serious accident occurs.



It was also agreed to raise with KCC Highways the problems being caused by the proliferation of ‘A’ boards in the area.


It was agreed that the whole area including the shops opposite to the Esso garage was in need of some sort of traffic control and this should be discussed at the next meeting of the Transportation Committee to be held on Thursday 25th September 2008.




It was also agreed to ask KCC Highways to replace ‘Gateway and roundels depicting speed limit signs at Lilk Hill.



It was also agreed to ask MBC if the visits by Traffic Wardens to Bearsted and the A20 area in particular could be increased. The Parish Council may be able to pay a contribution to increase number of visits.



It was also agreed to mention these problems to County Councillor Carter and ask for his assistance to raise these matters with the Highway Authority.

6
Youth Report
It was reported that Mrs Cahill and Mr Harris had met with representatives of Bearsted Woodland Trust to discuss the proposed play area in the Woodland Trust area off Church Landway. It had been agreed that the new scheme which had been approved by BWT would not include all weather surfacing for the ‘Ball court’ and only have a ‘kick-about area’ with one goal. 
The Council agreed that this proposal should now be put out to public consultation. It was also confirmed that  most of the cost for the play area was still available from the current Section 106 agreements pledged to MBC for use in Bearsted. The grant of £40,000.00 previously promised for use on the Elizabeth Harvie field was not guaranteed to be available for this scheme although it was hoped it would be 

7
Police Report

PSCO Stevens reported on the current crime figures for Bearsted which were mainly low level crimes including shoplifting.

It was requested that the police are made aware of persons riding ‘Quad Bikes’ in a reckless manner

(4)
8
Community Wardens Report

The Community Warden Dawn Riach-Brown reported that she had attended with

several local teams a football competition  and teams from Bearsted had reached 

the semi-final stage
She also reported on the successful ‘Sports Day’ she had organised held on 

Monday 1st September. This event was attended and enjoyed by several hundred 

People. It was agreed to thank the local stables for organising the pony rides by 

buying them a couple of brooms for use in the stable yard.

8
Open Spaces report
The report of the Open Spaces Committee meeting held on Thursday 17th July 2008 was produced and read
(see appendix 2)


Purchase of Bulbs
It was reported that the bulbs for the autumn planting had now arrived. There were 5,000 bulbs purchased for approximately £400.00. this included the monies donated by Councillor Marshall from her devolved budget.


Footpath Barriers
It was reported that the majority of barriers had now been removed from local footpaths and it was agreed to monitor the situation before making any requests for replacement barriers.


Allotment Management

The Council discussed this item with several Allotment Holders from the Street site that were present.

It was agreed having heard their complaints to adjourn this matter and to hold a special meeting with all allotment holders to discuss future management of the site

A draft set of proposals had been prepared and having been amended by the Council it was agreed to place these proposals before the allotment holders at this special meeting. 

Notice to be given to allotment holders of the meeting with public notices being erected on the site


Handyman’s Contract

This item would be discussed at the next Finance and General Policy Committee meeting.


Supply of new Dog Bins
It was reported that the two new ‘dog bins’ had been placed on the Woodland Trust’ land. One bin had been placed at the Sutton Street entrance and the other  at the entrance off the A20 adjacent to Gore Cottage. The bins had been added to the RIP Cleaning Services contract.

(5)

Church Landway
The Committee inspected the whole length of this path. There appeared to be a great deal of pot-holing on the first section of the path with some holes near the entrance to the Scout and Guide Huts.

It was agreed to obtain estimates for the following 


*
Tarmac over badly pot-holed area with suitable surface dressing.


*
Renew damaged surface with similar surface to rest of path.

*
Obtain quotes for filling worst areas with a plastic reinforcing mesh and covering with dressing.

*
Place bollard at Ashford Road entrance


Football Pitch Church Landway
It was reported that this pitch was now in good order and contact would be made with local football clubs to arrange for the pitch to be used.
Church Lane Car Park
It was reported that following the removal of the large stones and the use of a road roller the surface was greatly improved. No further action was recommended.
The Parochial Church Council had agreed to warn wedding parties and other visitors attending the Church and using the car park that the surface of the car park was unsuitable for high heeled shoes.

It was agreed to ask Paul Waring to ensure that the edge of the car park along the public footpath was sprayed with a weed-killer to eradicate grass and weeds so that it could be planted in the Autumn with lavender bushes to form a barrier between footpath and car park.

Other matters for action
The Council noted the proposal to alter the roadway around the Green. The proposal was to close the road which came off Yeoman Lane so that the whole of the area from Children’s play are to the pond could be made traffic free. Traffic from Yeoman Lane travelling to the Church would have to circumnavigate the Green and use Church Lane from the Royal Oak.

It was agreed to revisit this proposal when further details had been prepared.
It was agreed that following problems being discovered concerning the electrical kiosk adjacent to the drinking fountain on Bearsted Green this matter should be reviewed by the Open Spaces Committee

(6)

It was also agreed that the Transport and Lighting Committee review the proposal to provide low level lighting along Church Landway.

It was reported that Wimpeys the owners of the land at rear of Mynn Crescent were contemplating handing this land to the Parish for public use.

9
Correspondence 
The following correspondence was presented to the Parish Council for discussion at the   

meeting on Tuesday 9th September 2008 (See appendix 3)

(a)
Application for donation re Youth Sports Achievement Awards



This request should be referred to the next Finance Meeting
(b)
Letter from Holy Cross re damage
Reply to Holy Cross that as far as the Council is concerned they were not responsible for the damage, more likely to be the BWT lorries during path renovation.

(c)
Letter from John Sayers


Council agreed to refuse permission to use Tennis Club sewer
(d)
Letter from Hockey Club


Refer to next Finance meeting
(e)
E Mail Kevin


Noted
(f)
E Mail from Paul


Noted
(g)
Letter from Stroke Association


Refer to Finance meeting
(h)
Letter from Bearsted and Thurnham Society


Donate £100 to the Society
(i)
Letter from Friends of Holy Cross


Noted

(j)
Letter from Roger Vidler



Refer to Finance meeting
(k)
Letter from Holy Cross

  

Noted
(l)
Letter from Relate
Reply Council to consider. Xmas donation cheque not cashed (now stopped) send further cheque
(m)
E mail Paul Young


Noted 
(n)
Letter from Community Warden Supervisor


Noted
(7)
(o)
E Mail re death of Sandy Bruce Lockhart


Noted
(p)
Letter from Bearsted and Thurnham Society



Noted
(q)
E Mail re Planning Enforcement and Section 106 agreements

It was agreed to report to MBC that Section 106 agreement made regarding Discovery Way had still not been completed.
10
Matters of Report

10.1
Finance Report




Cheques

It was agreed to approve and sign the cheques as set out in the attached schedule (Appendix 4).

Action Cheques to be sent as soon as possible
Meeting of the Finance and General Policy Committee
A meeting of the Finance and General Policy Committee had been arranged for Tuesday 16th September 2008


10.2
Playscheme 2008 
The Clerk reported on the very successful playscheme run again this year. A full report was still awaited from the Play-leader. Regret was expressed concerning the refusal of the Head-teacher of Madginford Junior School to allow use of the school playing field. It was agreed to write to the Governors and Paul Carter complaining that the lack of availability of the School Field seriously jeopardise the summer playscheme.

10.3
Fireworks Evening
The Chairman reported that arrangements had been made for the Fireworks evening to be held on 6th November.
 

10.4
Chairman’s Report  
The Chairman thanked Mr Hughes for the use of his road roller in Church Lane Car Park which was greatly improved. He also thanked Geoff Licence and Paula Cahill for their work in pressing forward with the work of their committees.

10.5
Clerk's Report 
The Clerk reported that the current Council Bankers Nat West had substantially increased their bank charges and he would suggest through the Finance Committee that the Council change their accounts to the Co-operative Bank.
10.6
KALC Report 
It was reported that a meeting of the Area Committee was fixed for Thursday 25th September 2008. 

(8)
10.7
Borough/County Councillors Report 
Councillor Marshall reported that the Fayre committee would be inviting the Chairman of the Council and the Clerk to attend the annual meeting when the proceeds of the Fayre would be distributed
11
Matters for next Agenda

The next meeting would be held on Tuesday 14th October 2008 at Madginford Hall Egremont Road at 7.30pm. It was agreed that Office Personnel would be discussed at that meeting
12
The meeting closed at 10.25pm and members of the public and press were asked to leave as the Council agreed to discuss the appointment of the Deputy Clerk to the Council in private.
13
After discussion and interviewing the two candidates it was agreed to offer the post to Mrs Helen Rimmer.

14     
The Meeting closed at 11.25pm 

(9)
