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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND QUESTIONS
The following information sets out to advise and make the Public aware of their access, rights and limitations in respect of participation and questions at Meetings of the Parish Council.
1. All Council Meetings must be advertised and open to the Public and disability legislation requires the Council to make its Meetings accessible to anyone who wishes to attend.
2. At least three days clear notice must be given before each Council Meeting and notices displayed in a prominent place in the Parish.  The nine parish notice-boards are located as follows:

1. Egremont Road Shops
2. Shirley Way junction with Cavendish Way

3. Doctors Car Park (Kentish Yeoman)

4. King George V Memorial Hall

5. Hoghill

6. Bearsted Green shops

7. Holy Cross Church

8. Cross Keys

9. Madginford Hall

3. It is unlawful to make a decision without sufficient notice (see 2) and if not included on the Agenda for that Meeting.  Topics requiring decisions cannot be added to the Agenda after the deadline of three clear days has passed.

4. Council Meetings have a clear purpose – to make decisions.  Meetings are Public events and the Public has the right to observe how the Council operates.  Exceptions are when sensitive issues are discussed (such as legal, contractual or personnel matters) and then the Council can agree to exclude the Public for just that item.

5. The Standing Orders (rules) set by the Council will determine procedures for Public participation.

6. The Public Session is at the discretion of the Council.  It is not a legal requirement to hold a Public Session and the Public have no legal right to contribute to any Meeting.  However, it is considered ‘best practice’ to allow the Public to express their views or to ask questions.  Public questions are not part of the Meeting itself, and the Council must agree to take them before the Meeting starts or to adjourn the Meeting for that purpose.

7. Public questions are never minuted.

8. Public questions regarding any issue that could be regarded as ‘complex’ or ‘substantial’ should be put in writing to the Council in order for the matter to be included on the agenda to allow for a reflective and full response to be given, rather than an ‘off the cuff’ answer which may be inaccurate.

9. Public questions should be controlled i.e. thirty minutes in total, five minutes per speaker.  If people abuse this they will be asked to desist, then to leave the Meeting.  Their failure to do so could result in them being removed from the Meeting and/or the Police called.

10. It is the duty of the Chairman to control the Public Session to ensure good order is maintained at Meetings.


Helen Rimmer, Clerk to the Parish Council – Feb 2010
Amended June 2011





















