BEARSTED PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of the Bearsted Parish Council held at Madginford Hall Egremont Road Bearsted on Tuesday 14th October 2008 at 7.30pm
Present: Mr Walton (Chairman) Mrs Cahill, Mrs Marshall M.B.E, Mrs Stevens, Messrs Ash, Cumming, Dyke, Ethridge, Hughes, Licence, Smith, Stark, and Young together with the Clerk, Mr C.E. Palferman. There were 6 Local Government Electors present.. 
1
Apologies for Absence –  Apologies had been received from Mr Street.

2
Declarations of Interest

All Councillors were warned of the necessity to disclose any interest they may have in any items to be discussed. Mrs Marshall declared that she would not participate in any discussion concerning planning matters as she was a member of the Borough Council Planning Committee. 
Mr Ethridge ,Mr Licence and Mr Smith stated that they were members of the Woodland Trust. Mr Licence and Mr Smith stated that they were members of the Bearsted and Thurnham Society and would not participate in any discussions concerning this organisation.

3
Minutes of Previous Meeting
The minutes of the previous meeting held on the 9th September 2008 were read  amended agreed and signed as a true record.

4
Action Points from Previous Minutes

4.1 Parish Plan update
     It was reported that the Questionnaire had been completed and had been sent

     to the Printers. The Parish Plan Steering Group had also obtained the GPO licence for the prepaid return envelope which were also at the printers.

The Chairman of the Steering Group also reported that he had also prepared the 4000 envelopes for delivery.
4.2 The Street Allotments

It was reported that a meeting had taken place with Tenants of The Street Allotments on Monday 29th September 2008. (Report attached to these minutes see appendix 1)


It is agreed that the Parish Council would organise a meeting of tenants of The Street Allotments to establish a management committee including appointing a site manager.

The Parish Council also agreed to adopt the proposals set out in the minutes of the ad hoc meeting held on the 18th September 2008 (see appendix 1)


Action Arrange meeting at WI Hall for end of October/beginning of November
(1)

4.3  Commuter Car Parking The Orchard off Yeoman Lane


The Clerk reported that several residents from The Orchard had visited the Parish Office and many others had sent E-Mails all complaining about the long term parking by commuters in The Orchard. The residents were complaining about the cars causing obstruction by parking on the junction with Yeoman Lane and opposite driveways making it difficult for residents to reverse out of their drives.


The residents had all signed a petition requesting that a one hour parking ban be imposed on the road as this will deter commuters from using the road for long term parking. The petition was presented to the Council.


The Council discussed the request during which some Councillors expressed doubts as to the effectiveness of the so called commuter ban and were concerned that by placing a ban in The Orchard this will make commuters go farther a field and adjacent roads will become affected.



It was agreed to submit the residents request to Parking Services Manager MBC to include with the application a copy of the petition and e mails received.


Action: Send petition and requests to MBC Parking Services Manager

4.4 Proposed Play Area Church Landway
     

It was agreed to adjourn this item pending the arrival of the Councillors actively engaged in this project. The Representative of The Woodland Trust asked if the consultation document could be sent out with the Parish Plan Questionnaire. It was stated that some consultation questions were included in this document.


4.5 Resurfacing Play Area Bearsted Green


The Clerk reported that he had now received the estimates for the re-surfacing of the Play area on Bearsted Green. The specification had been agreed with MBC who had also agreed to allocate a sum of money from the St Faiths Building project Section 106 agreement to cover the costs.



The four estimates had been examined and it was agreed to accept the estimate submitted by SSP Ltd. It was also agreed that before finalising details the Clerk was to enquire as to the length of guarantee supplied and for examples of their work locally.


Action Contact SSP and arrange contract/Contact MBC re Grant


4.6 Letter from Chairman Madginford Junior School Governors


A letter had been received from Mr P Reid Chairman of Madginford Junior School Governors. This was a reply to the complaint from the Council regarding the refusal of the Headmaster to allow use of the school field during the summer playscheme. It was agreed to meet with the Headmaster and Mr Reid to discuss this matter and to confirm arrangements for 2009.


Action Write to Mr Reid to arrange appointment

(2)


4.7 Transfer of Parish Council Bank Accounts


The Clerk reported that in view of the current global financial crisis he had postponed the proposed transfer of the Council’s Bank Accounts. At the moment the Council’s funds were secure and any change could jeopardise this position

5
Matters Arising

5.1
Mynn Awards

The Council considered several requests for individuals to be given ’Mynn Awards’ and agreed that in order to finalise the list a sub committee should be set up to make recommendations to the Council. The Committee would include Pat Marshall and Brian Clifford.

Action To arrange meeting of Sub committee to consider names

5.2 Quality Parish Council application 
It was reported that the new criteria had been published and work had begun on preparing the Council’s application 
6
Police Report
Apologies for absence had been received from both PSCO Stevens and Community Warden Dawn Riach-Brown and therefore there was no police report
7
Correspondence

(a)
Application Madginford Pre School re lease of land adjacent to Madginford Hall


Reply That the Council although sympathetic to the application would like further information.
(b)
Letter from Mr S Wild re football pitch BWT Land



Reply  Comments Noted

(c)
Letter from EDF re Lighting Maintenance



Reply Council to seek other contractor

(d)
E Mail from Mr Fitzpatrick re Yeoman Lane



Reply Refer to Transportation Committee 

(e)
Letter from Circus re Annual Visit 2009



Reply Dates Noted

(f)
Letter from Mr Reid re use of School Field during Playscheme



Reply Arrange meeting

(g)
E Mail from Bearsted FC re use of Football field BWT land



Reply Council to consider hiring Field
(3)
(h)
Request from Mr Hill regarding expenses for the Car Show held on the Green on Saturday 28th September.


Reply It was agreed to pay Mr Hill the sum of £62.50 for out of pocket expenses. It was agreed to encourage the organiser to run another event next year and for the Council to sponsor the presentation plaques

(i)
Request from Kent Scouts asking for a donation towards visit to Africa in 2009.


Reply It was agreed to pay a donation towards this cause from proceeds of the forthcoming Firework Night
8
Planning
The report of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on Thursday 9th October 2008 was  produced and read (see appendix 2)

Matters of report

MA/08/1666
Little Orchard Church Lane  –

It was reported that residents of Church Lane had been told by MBC that the application concerning the Little Orchard site would be determined by 8th October. This was a mistake and the information was later corrected. The true position is that the developers are still required to submit a correct ‘Block Plan’ and following this there will be a further period of time for consultation.


Our Planning Consultant was awaiting this plan before she submitted her objections on our behalf

Applications Received


MA/08/1865
13 – 21 Ware Street –  Erection of a pair of dwellings - No objections.


MA/08/1874
3 Mote Villas The Green – Single storey extension – no objections.


MA/08/1910
Yeoman Service Station Ashford Road – Re-vamp garage and shop area – no objections


TA/0107/08
Danefield Court Church Lane - Removal of Silver Birch – The site having been inspected it was agreed to object to the removal of this tree as there appeared to be no good reason for its removal.

TA/0105/08
The Mount Church Lane – To fell 3 Acer trees – It was set out in the application that these trees were causing subsidence problems to a neighbouring property therefore it was agreed not to object to this application


TA/0108/08
April Cottage The Green - Removal of four Leylandi Trees – No objections


MA/08/1915
45 Ragstone Road –  Single storey front extension - No objections.

(4)


MA/08/1768
91 Ashford Road –  Rear and side extension - No objections

MA/08/1938
20 Mynn Crescent – Change of use from garage to a habitable room - No objections.


Applications granted and refused

MA/08/0612
4 Fauchons Lane

Refused


MA/08/1530
Bower Cottage Residential Home
Granted


MA/08/1572
25 Winifred Road

Permitted Development

10
Matters of Report

10.1
Finance Report




Cheques

It was agreed to approve and sign the cheques as set out in the attached schedule (Appendix 3).

Action Cheques to be sent as soon as possible
Meeting of the Finance and General Policy Committee
The report of the meeting of the Finance and General Policy Committee held on the Tuesday 16th September 2008 was produced and read (See appendix 4)
Review of Expenditure for 2008/2009

A review of expenditure to the end of August 2008 was produced and read (see Appendix 1 to the report).It was agreed that this gave a true indication of the current state of the Council’s finances. 

It was agreed that if the Council carried out all its proposed projects during this current financial year it would at the end of the year have almost exhausted its current bank accounts.

It was therefore agreed that a tight control should be placed upon the Councils finances and expenditure kept under review.

It was also agreed that in order to keep the Councils finances in balance and with a workable surplus it will be necessary to propose an increase in the current Precept. The Internal Auditor had stated in his report that the Parish Council should keep a surplus in its accounts amounting to £100,000.00. The proposals for the precept for 2009/2010 will be reviewed at the next Finance Committee meeting.

                  Village Handyman’s contract 
It was agreed that the Handyman’s Contract should be put out to tender. The period the actual contract would run was set at three years. The present holder of the contract should be given three months notice of termination of the present term.  The position should be advertised and interviews take during the period of notice. It was anticipated that the new contract would begin on 1st April 2009
(5)

                    Donations

It was agreed that the Council should carry out a regular review of donations to ensure proper use of Council resources.


It was also agreed that the annual sum which should be allocated for donations should be set at £5,000.00 for the next financial year.


It was agreed to make the following donations as soon as possible

                                   Fayre Committee
£200.00

                                   Hockey Club                                       £175.00


Bearsted and Thurnham Society             £100.00


Stroke Association
£300.00


Heart of Kent Hospice
£300.00


Demelza House
£300.00


Three Bears pre-school
£300.00


Wildlife Trust
 £41.00


King Geo V Hall (hearing Loop)         £1,500.00

It was agreed that presentations of cheques to the local football clubs should be delayed until the December Council meeting.
It was also agreed that the two hospices be added to our annual list of organisations for donations and Relate and Victim Support be removed from the list

Action Send Cheques ASAP

           
      Other Financial Matters
It was agreed that at the Annual Mayor’s reception held at Christmas the young singer that entertained the public at the Music Evening be invited to attend  and perform at the reception. It was agreed to ask the Community Warden to contact her and to ask her what sound equipment she required.

Mynn Awards
 It was agreed that in future the following criteria be applied to future recipients ‘That they have made a significant impact on a local club, Society or the local community’.

The following people were recommended for an award this year June Wilkins for services to local young people and Bearsted Fayre, Pam Thomas for services to Parish Council running the Summer Playscheme, Angela Legood local community projects, Mike Anthony for services to Bearsted Football Club, Parish Council and King George V Memorial Hall management committee. It was agreed to refer these nominations to the sub committee appointed previously in these minutes
Town Twinning
It was agreed to ask local residents through the Downs Mail if there was any interest in pushing forward with a scheme to twin with the French town of Wissant.

(6)

          New Boiler for Parish Office
It was agreed to accept the tender submitted by Mr A Stevens for the renewal  of the central heating boiler for the Parish Office. 
Action Contact Mr Stevens to arrange repair

It was agreed to accept the recommendations made in the Finance Committee’s report

10.2
Open Spaces Report    

It was noted that the next Open Spaces Committee meeting would be held on the 20th October 2008 at 7.30pm

10.3
Youth Report
It was noted that the next Youth Committee meeting would be held on 28th October 2008 at 7.30pm

10.4
Communications 

It was reported that the new notice-board had been erected at the corner of Holy Cross Church wall and Church Lane. The other notice-board was still on order.

It was reported that the second Council Newsletter would be prepared and distributed in the next few weeks. It was also agreed that Councillors would be asked to distribute the newsletter within their own designated areas.
10.5
Transportation
A report of the Transportation Committee meeting held on the 25th September 2008 was produced and read (see appendix 5)
It was reported that KHS Liaison Officer Pam Kaur had been in touch to offer meeting dates with representatives of the Council, it was agreed to arrange a meeting as soon as possible

It was agreed to raise with Kent Highways the recent letter sent to County Councillor Paul Carter which had set out all the traffic problems that needed a solution in Bearsted this included:-


Provision of ‘dropped kerbs’


Roseacre Lane Missing Pavements

Pavement widening and repositioning of street lamp Yeoman Lane/The Green

Ware Street Crossing (still awaiting definite funding)

SID’s Ware Street/Ashford Road

(7)

Safe Access to Mote Park

How to control excessive speed on local roads

Junction improvements Tower Lane/Yeoman Lane Junction

Traffic using the Esso Station on the Ashford Road and problems being caused. (Site meeting with Tesco’s and KHS required)

Highways issues concerning planning applications

Repair of Pavements in Birling Avenue, Mynn Crescent and The Landway. Why piece-meal patching when larger stretches need attention


Traffic using Sandy Lane as a through road, driving at excessive speed

The restoration of ‘gateway feature’ including new roundel and 30mph sign in red tarmac on Lilk Hill.

The repair and upgrading of flashing 30mph sign on Ashford Road when approaching from Ashford.

Control of parking adjacent to Doctors Surgery

Station Access/Parking and general safety

HGV Problems (SAT Nav.  misdirection to narrow country lanes)

Yeoman Lane width due to lack of maintenance.

Action write to MBC Parking Services  setting out problems being caused by parking around Ashford Road shops, Doctor’s car park/Yeoman Lane, Schools, Tesco Express (suggest double yellow lines and raised kerb)

It was also reported that the Chairman had attended the Rail Forum in County Hall Maidstone on Monday 29th September. He had asked when the meeting would be arranged with Paul Carter to discuss parking at Bearsted Station and if there had been any progress to improve parking arrangements at the station. He also intended to ask about a fast service from Bearsted to London. He had been given totally unsatisfactory answers to all these questions.
The Clerk reported that he had written to the Chairman of Sotheastern Trains demanding a proper answer to these genuine enquiries.

Lighting
It was agreed that a Lighting Consultant be employed to draw up a scheme to provide ‘low level lighting’ along the whole length of Church Landway. It was also reported that Mr Ashness had given his permission in respect to the covenants regarding work to be carried out in Church Landway.

(8)

10.6
Entertainment Report
It was confirmed that the Firework Night event had been arranged for Thursday 6th November 2008. The Rotarians would act as Marshall’s, and Councillors were asked to attend for extra Security. Entrance fee would be £5.00per head children free
10.7
Chairman’s Report - None
10.8
Clerk's Report  
The Clerk reported that the current leave allowance had been increased by agreement with NALC from 24 days to 28 days 
10.9
KALC Report 
It was reported that a meeting of the Area Committee had taken place on Thursday 25th September 2008 a report of the meeting was still awaited.
10.10
Borough/County Councillors Report 
Borough Councillor Mrs Marshall reported that the Borough Council were still trying to agree on the design of the disabled access for Mallards Way.

Borough Councillor Mr Ash reported that he had contacted KHS regarding the new street light at end of Yeoman Way but was still awaiting confirmation of price for replacement and transfer.

10.11
Report of Representatives sitting on Outside Bodies
Mr Ethridge reported that King George V Hall had been inspected by the Health and Safety Officer and he had discovered asbestos in the Hall. This will have to be removed at a likely cost of £600.00.

It was reported by Mr Licence the representative on the Anti-KIG committee that fears had been expressed that due to the long delay in submitting the Plan apathy was increasing among committee members. It was hoped that any apathy could be dispelled and another meeting had been arranged.

11
Matters for next Agenda

The next meeting would be held on Tuesday 11th November 2008 at King George V Memorial Hall Manor Rise at 7.30pm. It was agreed that Bearsted Fayre be placed on the agenda
12
The meeting closed at 10.25pm and members of the public and press were asked to leave as the Council agreed to discuss confidential matters regarding Office Staff
13
A Minute of the decision is annexed to these minutes (see appendix 6)
 14     
The Meeting closed at 11.25pm 

(9)
