BEARSTED PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council at Madginford Hall, Egremont Road, Bearsted on Tuesday 13th October at 7.30 p.m. 
Present:  Messrs Walton (chairman), Ash, Cuming, Ethridge, Harris, Hughes, Licence, Smith, Stark and Young, Mrs Cuming, Mrs Marshall MBE, Mrs Stevens together with the Clerk Mrs Rimmer, Community Warden Riach-Brown, PC Tallon and 2 residents. 
REPORTS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC  -This is a concessionary short session and will be limited to half an hour.  Five minutes per person will be allowed initially and only if time permits will further comments be heard.

This is a for information session only and no action can be taken upon those items raised 
(i)
Church Landway Play Area – request from resident that the Parish Council consider there may be problems at the site as following the last meeting it was felt that their issues had not been listened to.  Could the Parish Council consider the installation of a higher fence around the area to allow for night time locking and also the provision of tree screening to the rear of local residents properties.  

Reference was made to the report in the Downs Mail regarding the last meeting and the installation of CCTV.  Mrs Riach-Brown commented that the installation of a camera had been looked into as it was felt that this might alleviate the residents concerns as it would monitor activities at the play area. 
Action:  Situation to be monitored by all agencies.  Matter to revisited in six months

(March agenda)
1
Apologies for Absence
Messrs Dyke, Street and PCSO Stevens

2
Declarations of Interest
All Councillors were warned of the necessity to disclose any interest they may have in any items to be discussed.
Mr Ash and Mrs Marshall declared that they would not participate in any discussion concerning planning matters as they were members of the Borough Council Planning Committee.
Mrs Cuming, Mr Ethridge and Mr Smith stated that they were members of the Woodland Trust  and would not participate in any discussions concerning this organisation. 

Messrs Ash and Ethridge along with Mrs Marshall stated that they were members of the 
Madginford Hall Management Committee and would not participate in any discussions 
concerning the Pre-School lease
Mr Hughes stated that he was a member of the Bearsted and Thurnham Club and would not 

participate in any discussions concerning the Club.

3
Minutes of Meeting held on 8th September 2009 were agreed as a true and accurate

record of proceedings.
Mr Walton wished to congratulate Mr Dyke in the manner in which he chaired the meeting.

4
Action Points from Previous Minutes:

4.1
Parish Plan – update from meeting held 15th September 2009 (Appendix 1)
(i)
The Steering group were joined at their meeting by Carl Adams from Action with

Communities in Rural Kent.  Following the meeting a draft Action Plan has been prepared
detailing those projects which the group feel can be achieved. These are divided into three 
sections:

a) Achievable in the Short Term by the Parish Council
b) Projects requiring third party consultation

c) Projects requiring support from external agencies

(ii)
Many of the projects can be run in conjunction with the various Parish Council

committees, others will require external funding.  Parish Plan Steering Group to work with

Parish Council to get projects off the ground.

Mr Ash wished to commend the Steering Group on the Action Plan.  

(iii)
Publication of report – to keep costs down a limited number of glossy reports will be 

to be circulated to relevant authorities.  The action plan will be published on the website and 

in the Downs Mail.

(iv)
Projects to be moved forward:

a) Farmers Market

b) Beautification of the Village

c) Youth facilities

d) Extension of NHW scheme (in conjunction with Community Warden and PCSO)

Question was raised as to whether money should be spent on the beautification of the village in a recession.  Many of these projects can be financed by grants.

4.2
Cold Calling

Following the presentation at the last meeting by Lorraine Hemphrey further discussion took place regarding the adoption of the scheme in the Parish.  It was proposed by Mr Ethridge, seconded Mr Stark that at present the scheme is not adopted.  Agreed

5
Matters Arising

5.1
Bearsted and Thurnham Club

It is understood that the application to extend the licence at the Club has been refused.  Minutes from the meeting of the Licensing Committee have been requested but not received to date.


5.2
Bearsted Woodland Trust

Lectern has now been received detailing play area installed by Bearsted Parish Council in conjunction with MBC.  This will be installed this week.

Recent Play Area Inspection raised the issue of the gate closure.  This has been reported to Playdale for rectification.


5.3
Mynn Awards
To date four nominations have been received.  Closing date for nominations is 30th October.
6
Police Report
15 reported incidents since the last meeting (Appendix 2)

The Community Warden reported that there had been an incidence of Rogue Traders in the area.  Could an article be placed in the Downs Mail regarding this.

Community Payback – has a number of projects within the Parish that could utilise the services of the scheme:

a) Repainting fence between Elizabeth Harvie Field and Churchyard

b) Bulb planting

c) Banky Meadow – this needs clearing.   Once this has been done the area could be used as a nature trail.  This could be in conjunction with the Beautification of the Parish project.  

It was suggested that a proposal be drawn up to take to Wimpey in a request that they 

release the land to the parish.  The Youth Forum could also be involved in this project.

d) Cemetery clear up.  

By using the scheme the Parish Council can be seen to be getting things done at little or no cost to the Parish.  

7
Correspondence 
a) Letter from resident re Parking on Bearsted Green.  This issue is exasperated by the 

development of Church Lane.  It is hoped that the problem may be alleviated by the Open Spaces Proposal for the area.
Action:  Letter to be acknowledged advising that Parish Council is working on plans to review the roads around the Green.

b) Madginford Pre-school – Letter from Linda Cann and Paul Carter regarding the 
matter.  The letter from Mr Carter makes a number of statements that the Parish Council wishes to be clarified also no reference is made to the proposed Children’s Centre at Madginford Library.
Could the land not be used to extend Madginford Hall to incorporate the pre-school, Parish Council and other activities.  Madginford Hall Management Committee to be asked to consider this.  

In view of the above it was decided that the matter should be revisited in six months to allow for the necessary information to be obtained, to allow for discussions by the Management Committee and to allow for preliminary plans to be drawn up.

Action:  To be placed on March agenda

 Mr Walton to write to Mr Carter requesting clarification of issues raised etc
c) Oak on the Green – advice that the pub are patrolling the green for left glasses and

amending their opening hours to 10.30 pm on Sunday and 11 pm all other days.
d) Letter from Four Jays Group re Toilets Classic Car Show – following query regarding 

hire charges Four Jays have sent a cheque for £20 payable to Air Ambulance Trust
Action:  Cheque to be forwarded to Phil Hill and letter of thanks to Four Jays

e) Letter from resident re footpath Church to Memorial Hall – complaint re the riding of 

bicycles along the footpath
Action:  Transportation Committee review

f) Letter from KCC re Mobile Library Service for information
g) Playscheme report from Amanda Franklin and June Wilkins

h) Membership request CPRE – proposed by Mr Stark, seconded Mr Ethridge that 

membership be sought for 2009-2010.  Agreed
8
Planning

8.1
Minutes of Planning Committee 1st October 2009 (Appendix 3) were agreed as a true record of proceedings.
The Committee have amended their planning policy in line with the new responses required by MBC.  It was agreed that the policy be amended to read ‘devolved powers would be granted under the Emergency Power Procedure’ not just to the clerk

Action:  Policy to be amended then marked as adopted

8.2
Applications Received 

MA/09/1490
2 Colegate Drive 

MA/09/1533
22 Yeoman Way 

MA/09/1539
6 Ashford Road 

MA/09/1554
6 Egremont Road 

MA/09/1610
Guide Land, Church Landway 

MA/09/1642 – 31 Mynn Crescent 
MA/09/1649 – Fairmeadow, Church Lane 

MA/09/1660 – 118 Ashford Road 
MA/09/1662 – 30a Yeoman Lane 

MA/09/1702 –  26 Nursery Avenue 

MA/09/0982 – 74 Ashford Road 

8.3
Applications Granted

MA/09/1245
7 The Landway

MA/09/1244
Land adj 9 Mynn Crescent

MA/09/1264
124 Birling Avenue

MA/09/1265
111 Willington Street

MA/1435
Somerfield, 33 Egremont Road

8.4
Applications Refused

MA/09/1226
Delaware, 109 The Landway

9
Matters of Report

9.1 
Finance




(i)       List of Cheques to be signed (Appendix 4) – it was proposed by Mr Ethridge, 
seconded Mr Hughes that the schedule of cheques for payment be approved
(ii)      Minutes of meeting 22nd September 2009 (Appendix 5) approved as a true record of proceedings.  Mr Ash reported that the Asset register had now been completed.
Mr Walton thanked Mr Stark for agreeing to carry out the quarterly reconciliations of 

internal accounts.

(iii)     Budget – Committees were asked to consider their budgets for the November Finance Committee meeting.  Consideration needs to be made when agreeing the 2010-2011 budget of any cuts that will be incurred in MBC’s Concurrent Function grant 

(iv)     1% Cost of living pay increase – proposed Mr Walton, seconded Mr Stark.  Agreed
9.2
Open Spaces Report
(i)       Minutes of  meeting 24th September 2009 (Appendix 6) were agreed as a true record of proceedings.  
a) It was reported that the seat by the bus stop on the Green needs repairing – Handyman

to quote

b) Committee chairman were reminded to stick to their terms of reference when chairing 

meetings as some meetings were discussing matters dealt with by other committees.

c)  Mr Licence enquired whether the football pitches on the Green could be realigned due to the wear in the goal mouths.  This is not possible.  Remedial work to be included in 2010-2011 budget.
9.3
Youth Report
(i) 
Youth Forum launch – the initial meeting of the youth forum was attended by 5 youths. These youths have agreed to bring project proposals to the next meeting on 3rd November for discussion.
Congratulations was passed to Mrs Stevens for getting this forum up and running.

(ii)
Date of next meeting 19th October 2009
9.4
Communications Report
(i)   
Date of next meeting 29th October 2009

9.5
Transportation/ Lighting Report
(i) 
Date of next meeting 29th October 2009
a)
Following an objection from residents the JTB will be voting on the implementation of the Ware Street crossing at their next meeting.
b)
Clerk to attend KHS online reporting seminar on 15th October.  It is helped that this will simplify the reporting of issues within the parish.

c)  
Following the footpath works in The Landway area the contractors are to revisit the site at Hampson Way/Mynn Crescent as there have been issues with flooding.

9.6
Entertainment Report

(i)  
Classic Car Show – an excellent event again.  Congratulations to Phil Hill for the event and raising £1200 for the Air Ambulance.  

The event has been booked for 26th September 2010.  To be included in 2010-2011 budget

(ii)
Firework Evening
Arrangements are underway with all relevant authorities and organisations advised.

(iii)
Mayors Reception

a) Donations to be presented to two girls who sang at Music on the Green for their nominated charity.

b) Refreshments – it is proposed that costings be obtained from the caterers who serve the Fayre committee’s presentation evening as this will allow the Clerk to circulate with guests rather than serve.  Agreed.

9.7
Quality Parish Council Application sub Committee

Clerk reported she is to attend a NALC seminar on 30th October in relation to QPS.  It is hoped that after this event the application can be moved forward.  It was agreed that Mrs Hobbs, holiday clerical support,  be brought in to assist with the administration of the application.

9.8
Chairman's Report

Mr Walton reported that he had registered his wish with Persona to speak at the KIG inquiry regarding the impact of the scheme on the Parish.

9.9
Clerk's Report (Appendix 6)

(i)
Details of training sessions attended and forthcoming.  Councillors were reminded that it was important that they too should attend training sessions to keep up to date with matters.  Mr Walton suggested that all councillors should attend 2 training sessions per year.  Costing to be included in budget.
Action:  Clerk to prepare a list of training events available and circulate.  

b)
Clerk to prepare diary of training events to be attended in order that councillors are aware when the office may be unattended.  Mrs Hobbs to be asked to cover on some occasions. 

(ii)
Bearsted Tennis Club Pay to Play – it would appear that the Parish Council acts as booking clerk for these sessions.  As these are limited it was agreed that the Parish Council continue to act in this role.

(iii)
Purchase of new fridge for office – agreed unanimously

Mr Ash reported that he too had attended the Parish Liaison meeting.  It would appear that not all Parish Councillors are being forwarded information from the borough council and are therefore unaware of developments in the law etc.  Thank you to the Clerk for keeping councillors up to date with all information.  The Clerk reported that having spoken to the Clerk from Boxley at a recent event she was to write to the Cabinet Member for Community Services to request a Liaison meeting specifically for Clerks to ensure that this does not become common practice.

9.10
KALC Report

(i)
Annual General Meeting to be held Saturday 14th November.  All councils are encouraged to send a representative.

(ii)
KALC are asking for items for their newsletter of events Parish Councils in the county are running.  Mr Ash suggested that an item be written about the Classic Car Show, Sports and Activity Day etc.  The Clerk reported that she had written an article about the Summer Playscheme and this should be printed in either of the two publications before Christmas.

9.11 
Written Reports from County Councillor and Borough Councillors

a) County Councillor to be approached to see if a quarterly report could be forwarded to 

the Parish Council for information

b) Mrs Marshall reported that she had attended the first day of the KIG inquiry and was

 impressed with representations to date.  She has registered her interest to speak if she feels that additional information is required.

c) Mr Ash reported that for years to come finances will be tight.  The Borough is looking 

to save money as central government is expected to cut their cash to local authorities.  At present MBC is a debt free authority.

9.12
Reports from Councillors who sit as representatives on local organisations
a) Bearsted and Thurnham Fayre Committee are holding the annual presentation on 16th 

October.  All councillors are invited to attend.

b) Madginford Hall Committee Annual General Meeting – 20th October 8 pm

10
Matters for next Agenda
None

Pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the Public were excluded from the remainder of the meeting because of the confidential nature of the business transacted.

11
Date of Next meeting – Tuesday 10th November 2009 at King George V Memorial Hall, Manor Rise, Bearsted
There being no further business the meeting closed at 10.50 p.m
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