BEARSTED PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of the Bearsted Parish Council held at King George V Memorial Hall Manor Rise Bearsted on Tuesday 11th November 2008 at 7.30pm
Present: Mr Walton (Chairman) Mrs Cahill, Mrs Marshall M.B.E, Mrs Stevens, Messrs Ash, Cumming, Ethridge, Hughes, Licence, Smith, Stark, Street and Young together with the Clerk, Mr C.E. Palferman. There were 9 Local Government Electors present.. 
1
Apologies for Absence –  Apologies had been received from Mr Dyke and Mr Harris
2
Declarations of Interest

All Councillors were warned of the necessity to disclose any interest they may have in any items to be discussed. Mrs Marshall declared that she would not participate in any discussion concerning planning matters as she was a member of the Borough Council Planning Committee. 
Mr Ethridge ,Mr Licence and Mr Smith stated that they were members of the Woodland Trust. Mr Licence and Mr Smith stated that they were members of the Bearsted and Thurnham Society and would not participate in any discussions concerning this organisation.

3
Minutes of Previous Meeting
The minutes of the previous meeting held on the 14th October 2008 were read  amended agreed and signed as a true record.

4
Action Points from Previous Minutes and urgent matters

4.1 Application by Madginford Pre School to sub let land adjacent to
               Madginford Hall

     Mr Peter Smith from KCC Estates Division addressed the Council outlining 

               the proposal by Madginford Pre school to erect separate building to house the 

               pre school adjacent to Madginford Hall


     Three Councillors stated that they were members of the Madginford Hall 

               Management Committee but it was agreed they would not be asked to leave

               the meeting and that they would be allowed to speak regarding the
               application.

    Mr Smith stated that the Parish Council was being asked as the primary lease-

              holder for permission to sub-let part of the grounds to allow the pre school to 

              erect the new building.

    It was agreed that the Council did not have sufficient information to discuss

    this matter fully and therefore it was adjourned to a special meeting later in

    the month


Action Further details still required re parking and design of building
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4.2  Temporary Traffic Lights at junction with Willington Street and

                 Madginford Road
       Several members of the public including the Chairman of Downswood
       Parish Council addressed the Parish Council. The were complaining about

       the problems being caused by the temporary traffic lights on Willington 
       Street and that permanent light would be installed at this junction.

      It was stated that if permanent traffic lights were installed then this would

      cause problems through Downswood and Spot Lane with ‘rat-running’ traffic 

      It was agreed that once the temporary lights were replaced with the 
      permanent lights which would be phased to allow traffic using Willington 
      Street priority then some of the problems would be cured. However it was 
      also agreed to closely monitor this situation and if further problems arose 
     these would be taken up with Kent Highways as a matter of urgency.

     Concern was also expressed regarding the chicanes in Spot Lane but it was 

     explained that this scheme had cured many of the traffic problems in this area 

     and the Council did not wish to make any alterations at present.
     Action: Monitor situation once permanent lights erected 

4.3 Parish Plan update
     It was reported that the Questionnaire had been completed and was now being distributed It was also stated that work on collating the information would start within the next two weeks.

4.4 Proposed Play Area Bearsted Woodland Trust land off Church Landway

It was reported that following consultations with MBC it had been confirmed that the original grant funding of £40,000.00 originally allocated to this project had been given to another project by MBC.


It was confirmed that the project will have to await the consultation results included in the Parish Plan Questionnaire. It was anticipated that new funding can be applied for during the next financial year


Action: Await information from consultation exercise

4.5
 Play Area Bearsted Green


 It was reported that work to resurface the existing play area was underway  

      and it was hoped the work would be completed by the end of the week. It

      was also agreed that when the work was completed that the fence which 

      surrounds the play area should be re-painted.

 Action: Instruct village handyman to paint fence
4.6
 Bearsted Fayre 2009

 It was agreed that to show support for the Bearsted Fayre, the Parish Council 

      should put a float into the parade 
4.7 December Parish Council meeting

It was agreed that the format for the December meeting should be the same as last year with a buffet reception and invitations being sent to all locals organisations
(2)
5
Police Report

Both P C’s Kingwell and Hayes attended the meeting. P.C. Kingwell submitted the Police report (see appendix 1)

The Community Warden Dawn Riach Brown also attended the meeting and informed the Council that she had recently reported 16 Street Lights that were defective to Kent Highway Services. 

The Community Warden requested that the Council donate the old police bike to the KCC Community Warden scheme and this was readily agreed. 

The Warden also referred to a scheme she was proposing to run after Christmas which would give all children who presented their bicycles for marking as an anti theft measure  a free front and back light. It was agreed that the Parish Council would provide the funds to carry out this scheme.

6
Matters Arising

6.1
Meeting of The Street Allotment holders
It was reported that a meeting for the Allotment holders had been arranged to be held on Friday 21st November at 7.30pm at Madginford Hall Egremont Road Bearsted
6.2 Parking Problems The Orchard 
It was reported that MBC had received the petition and request from local residents to provide a ‘commuter parking ban’ in this area and they would be carrying out preliminary investigations shortly.
6.3
 Meeting with Mr Reid Chairman of School Governors Madginford 
Park Junior School
It was reported that the meeting had not yet taken place but a date would be fixed as soon as possible.

Action: Meeting to be arranged

6.4
  Transfer of Council’s Bank Accounts

It was reported that no further action had been taken and in the light of the present turbulent banking situation any action would be shelved.

6.5  Quality Parish Council application
It was reported that an investigation had been carried out to ascertain how the new criteria to obtain ‘Quality Parish Council’ status would affect the Council. This had been carried and a report prepared by the Deputy Clerk (Copy attached to these minutes see Appendix 2).
It was agreed to form a sub committee comprising The Chairman, Mrs Anne-Marie Stevens and  Mr Richard Ash who it was agreed would meet later in the month to identify those areas set out in the report that required action in order to progress our application.

Action: Meeting to be arranged
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6.6
 Town Twinning
It was agreed that the report of the last meeting in the Downs Mail had not included any mention of the proposal regarding ‘Town Twinning’. It was agreed to rectify this matter
6.7 Meeting with MBC Parking Services
It was reported by Mr Ash that he had arranged a meeting with Mr C. Reynolds of MBC Parking Services to discuss the parking problems around the Ashford Road . The meeting would take place on Friday the 5th December 2008 at 10.00am

7
Correspondence

(a) E Mail from Whitehead Monckton solicitors regarding Bowls Club Lease


Action It was agreed to contact Solicitors to seek clarification of the proposed changes 


and why they may be required


(b) Letter from Poppy Appeal Organiser requesting donation


Action;  It was agreed to approve usual grant £100.00 plus cost of wreath £18.00 Total £118.00
(c) Letter from Mr Michael Shee re comment in Downs Mail regarding Sunrise Homes.


Action   Comments noted Council agree not to include letter in Downs Mail
(d) E Mail from Richard Ash re costing for moving lamp-post in Yeoman Lane


Action : It was agreed to approve expenditure of £1,547.50 to move lamp-post

(e) Letter from MBC re Training Day on the 19th November Dr Brown of English Heritage re new Heritage Bill 6.00pm at the Town Hall


Action: The Chairman, Mr Ash and Mr Licence agreed  to attend

(f) E Mail from Mr Hallewell asking Council to reconsider decision regarding connection to drains in Church Landway


Action Council again refused to grant permission
(g) E Mails from Mr Blake re temporary traffic lights in Willington Street


Action : Already dealt with
(h) Letter from Scout Leader Colin Bolt requesting donation towards cost of new heating and control units costing £1200.00


Action: Council agreed to donate £500.00 from Fireworks receipts
i) Letter from Open Spaces Society requesting donation to their legal fund


Action : Request refused 

(j) Letter from Danefield Court complaining re overgrown site at 9 Manor Rise


Action: Contact MBC enforcement officer
(4)
8
Planning
The report of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on Friday 7th November 2008 at 7.30pm was  produced and read (see appendix 3)
Matters of report

Update concerning planning application MA/08/1666 Little Orchard Church Lane  

It was reported that our Planning Consultant had finally received the new ‘Block plan’ and had been able to formulate the objections to this application. The objections had been sent off to the Planning Department. Copies had been sent to all Councillors. 

Applications Received

MA/08/1873
140 Ashford Road –  Variation of Condition 2 – Change of Opening Hours. The application sought to change the opening hours of the new restaurant from 11.00am until 11.00pm Monday to Saturday and 5.00pm until 9.30pm on Sundays and Bank Holidays  to 8.00am until 10.00pm on weekdays and 9.00am until 10.00pm on Sundays and holidays.

It was agreed to oppose this application as any lengthening of opening hours to this restaurant will encourage more traffic to this already overcrowded area especially during the morning rush hour.


Traffic early in the morning will adversely affect the amenities of neighbouring residents


MA/08/1909
31 Hampson Way  – Single storey front extension + conversion of garage – no objections.


MA/08/2018
The Oak on the Green – Provision of car parking at rear – no objections


MA/)*/2106 – 1 The Grove – Erection of detached dwelling – No objections


Applications granted and refused

MA/08/0891
111 Merton Road

Granted


MA/08/1519
20 Shirley Way

Granted


MA/08/1611
Little Maltings The Street

Granted


MA/08/1450
40 Fauchons Lane

Refused/ Subject to Appeal


It was also agreed that the Clerk should contact Mrs Foster of Paignton The Street to arrange a meeting with her and members of the Planning Committee to further discuss the Council’s decision to refuse way-leave over the road to the allotments.

It was also reported that information had been received that the planning application for the Kent International Gateway would soon be lodged
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9
Matters of Report

9.1
Finance Report




Cheques

It was agreed to approve and sign the cheques as set out in the attached schedule (Appendix 4).

Action Cheques to be sent as soon as possible
National Pay Award for Clerks
It was agreed to accept the recommendations made by NALC to implement the National Pay award of an overall increase in salary for both the Clerk and Deputy Clerk of 2.45%. In the case of the Clerk the award was back dated to 1st April 2008. The new Deputy Clerk’s salary would be increased from her start date of 1st November 2008.
Budget Report  for next financial year 2009/2010
          A report had been prepared for consideration regarding the proposed

          Budget for 2009/2010 (see appendix 5).
It was agreed that a special meeting would be held to discuss the proposals set out in this report later in the Month  
9.2     Open Spaces Report    

The report of the Open Spaces Committee meeting held on the 20th October 2008 was produced and read (see appendix 6 )
It was noted that the two new dog bins had been placed at the entrance to the Bearsted Woodland Trust entrances at Sutton Street and adjacent to Gore Cottage. The third bin had been erected in The Grove.

It was also reported that the 4,000 bulbs had been planted.

It was agreed not to purchase any new Christmas lights but to continue with the same display as last year save that this year an attempt will be made to provide lights for both Christmas trees.

It was confirmed that the Pond Maintenance should be carried out by the village handyman and he had stated that the work would commence on the 17th November 2008.

It was agreed to accept the tender submitted by Ashwood surfacing and they would be instructed to carry out the work as soon as possible

It was also agreed that the Clerk should confirm with MBC that the Parish Council would like to take over the maintenance of the land off Button Lane.
It was also agreed to replace the open litter bin outside Somerfield’s supermarket with a new closed top bin.
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It was also confirmed that contact would be made with Sharon Bayne to ask her to draw up proposals for the new Handyman’s job description and Tender documentation.

The budget proposals set out in the Committee’s report were noted and these would be passed on to the Finance Committee to be included in the budget proposals for next year.

10. 
Following the conclusion of this item and as the time was 10.35 it was agreed to adjourn the remaining matters to another meeting.

The adjourned meeting would be held in Madginford Hall Egremont Road on Tuesday 18th November 2008 at 7.30pm. If possible this meeting would again consider the application being made by Madginford Pre School, Proposals for the Budget and items on tonight’s agenda but not reached.

11
The meeting closed at 10.45pm
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