 BEARSTED PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council to be held at King George V Memorial Hall, Manor Rise, Bearsted on Tuesday 11th May at 8.00 p.m. 
Present:  Messrs Dyke (chairman), Cuming, Ethridge, Hughes, Licence, Stark, Street, Walton,  Mrs Marshall MBE, and Mrs Stevens together with the clerk Mrs Rimmer and one member of the public.
A. REPORTS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC  -This is a concessionary short session and will be limited to half an hour.  Five minutes per person will be allowed initially and only if time permits will further comments be heard.   This is a for information session only and no action can be taken upon those items raised 

1) Mr Cowan, Bearsted Football Club, approached the council to see if they would support 

the club’s quest to twin with Acheres, North West Paris, with whom the football club has had a 29yr association.  

Mr Dyke advised that the Parish Council has discussed the subject of twinning in the past but if the football club wished to forward further information to the clerk the Parish Council would be happy to discuss at its next Finance and General Policy Committee in June.

Action:  Clerk to contact local councils for their experiences in the twinning process.
1 Apologies for Absence:  Mr Ash, Mrs Cuming, Mrs Riach-Brown and PCSO Stevens
2 Police and Community Warden Report
There have been 5 reported crimes since the last meeting - appendix 1. 

Community Warden, Mrs Riach-Brown’s written report stated that Patrick Armstrong’s placement ends on 21st May. Work in the past month has centred on trading standards issues, creating a visible presence at both schools, along with general duties.  Bluff the Bogey Man, a DVD on safety inside and outside the home had been shown to Madginford Elders. 

3 Declarations of Interest – Personal, Prejudicial and Lobbying
To avoid the month on month reporting and minuting of the Councillors interests it was proposed that since the annual review of the Register of Interest forms is due that all forms are brought to each Parish Council meeting and can be referred to in the minutes. Only should a new interest be identified, or a councillor has been lobbied them these should these be declared.

4 Approval of Minutes of Meeting held on 13th April 2010 – agreed as a true and 

accurate record of proceedings
5 Correspondence 
a) Copy of Luther Pendragon contract and details of hours worked from JPG

b) Madginford Infants School – advice that Mr Ash’s role as community governor is due

 to end on 20th June.  It was proposed by Mr Stark, seconded Mr Ethridge that Mr Ash continues in the role.

c) Email from resident regarding Annual Parish Meeting suggesting ways in which the 

meeting can be improved in future years.  Councillors suggested that in addition local organisations be limited to 3 minutes for their report. In addition a larger hall needs to be booked. In general there has been positive feedback regarding the evening.

Action:  Resident to be invited to attend Full Council meetings to put forward any questions that he felt he did not have time to address

6
Matters of Report

6.1
Planning

(i)
Minutes of Planning Committee 20th April 2010 – appendix 2
(ii)
Date of next meeting 24th May 2010
6.2 
Finance




(i)       Statement for authorisation of Cheques to be signed – appendix 3
(ii)
Concurrent Functions return prepared for signature
(iii)
Audit of Accounts – accounts have been prepared and Internal Audit booked for 19th May.
(iv)
Date of next meeting 29th June 2010
6.3
Open Spaces Report
(i)     
Date of next meeting 27th May 2010
(ii)   
Banky Meadow update – PROW officer advises that they shall be going ahead with the reinstatement of the path from Fauchons Lane to Weavering.
b)
Nothing heard from Wimpey regarding the transfer of land.
(iii)
Meeting with Cricket Club – it has been suggested to the cricket club that they erect a temporary structure during matches rather than placing a permanent fence in the area.  This has been agreed.
Question was raised regarding the goal mouth areas on the green which need immediate attention.

Action:  Mr Dyke to meet with Warings to discuss

6.4
Youth Report
(i)
Minutes of meeting held on 19th April 2010 – Appendix 4
(ii)
Letter to Councillors from Youth Group supporting the provision of a dedicated youth centre.  Mrs Stevens advised that a ‘dry run’ of the youth club was successfully held on 5th May.  Only problems appear to be lack of storage and outside lighting to get equipment from parish council shed.  Mr Ethridge reported that a quote is being obtained for the provision of some outside lighting in this area.  First Youth Club to be 26th May from 7.15 – 9.15 pm
b)
Mr Street stated that we need to push MBC to make provision in the LDF for increased recreational land within the parish since it became apparent at the Annual Parish Meeting that many local sports organisations have to utilise land outside the parish in some form for their activities.
Action:  Mr Dyke agreed to take this forward

(iii)
Youth Day 4th June 2010 – It has been agreed that a charge of £2.50 for the day will be made.
6.5
Communications Report
(i)   
Minutes of  meeting held on 27th April 2010  - Appendix 5
6.6
Transportation/ Lighting Report
(i) 
Minutes of meeting held on 27th April 2010 – Appendix 6.  When questioned regarding the lack of progress on issues being dealt with by the parish the committee chairman advised that the committee is largely reliant on external agencies to achieve their aims and thus often meet barriers.  It is hoped that a number of the issues raised during 2009-2010 can now be moved on.
It was agreed that the date of the next meeting be moved to 24th June to allow for the appointment of a committee chairman prior to the finance committee meeting.

(ii)
Church Landway Lighting – application to Maidstone Matters Local Strategic Partnership was unsuccessful but further applications for funding will be made.
6.7
Parish Plan Report

(i)
Farmers Market – Mr Walton wished to congratulate Mr Smith on a superb job in setting up the Farmers Market.  The first Market had been well attended and well received.   It is hoped that additional sellers selling bread, cheese and fish will be in attendance at the next market on 13th June.

6.8
Entertainment Report

(i)
Music on the Green – plans well underway.  Jubilee Church to attend to offer pastoral services and police to be asked to be present also.  It was suggested that representatives from Trading Standards are invited to help combat under-age drinking.  Charges to be levied this year - £5 per adult and £2 per child, accompanied by an adult. 
6.9
Quality Parish Council Application update
Making slow progress due to other work commitments.

6.10
Clerk's Report

(i)
Summer Playscheme – nearly half of the available places have been booked.
Meeting held with Mr Day to discuss use of playing field.  School have requested a donation for use this year.

Action:  Finance committee to determine amount of donation

(ii)
Training Report – Level 2 Risk Assessment Course attended with future course in Lone Working booked.
(iii)
Circus – additional complaint received regarding behaviour of circus personnel
Action:  to be forwarded to John Lawson

6.12
KALC Report – no report
6.13 
Written Reports from County Councillor and Borough Councillors – no report received.
6.14
Reports from Councillors who sit as representatives on local organisations – Mr Ethridge reported that Madginford Hall had been awarded the Hallmark Level 1 status.
7 Matters for next Agenda – Extra Housing
8 Date of Next meeting – Tuesday 8th June 2010 – Madginford Hall, Egremont Road
Mr Dyke asked that the necessary arrangements be made to advertise the vacancy caused by Mr Harris’ resignation and advised that he would be speaking to Mr Young to ask him to chair one of the next three meetings as he wished this year to see a flexible form of chairmanship.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.30 p.m.
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