BEARSTED PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council to be held at King George V Memorial Hall, Manor Rise, Bearsted on Tuesday 9th March at 7.30 p.m. 
Present:  Messrs Dyke (Vice Chairman), Ash, Cuming, Ethridge, Hughes, Licence, Stark, Street and Young, Mrs Cuming, Mrs Marshall MBE and Mrs Stevens, together with the Mrs Rimmer (Clerk to the Council), Mrs Riach Brown (Community Warden), PCSO Stevens and four residents.

Mr Walton joined the meeting at 9.30 p.m.

A.
PRESENTATION BY KCC REGARDING MADGINFORD PRE-SCHOOL

a)
Parish councillors received a report from Ms Williams and Mr Smith from KCC regarding the further developments in relation to the request from Madginford Pre-school to lease an area of land at Madginford Hall for the building of a new pre-school facility.  Following concerns from the Parish Council KCC had drawn up two plans to improve car parking and access/egress to the hall, this having been one of the concerns raised regarding the proposal.  The minimum scheme would have no financial implication on the parish, whereas the maximum scheme would cost in the region of £10,000 with Mr Carter finding £2000 from his budget towards costs.  

b)
Details of the lease arrangements and rent payable were supplied.  

Ms Williams and Mr Smith were thanked for their presentation and advised that a vote would be taken in closed session at the end of the meeting to decide whether the Parish Council agreed to the amendment to the lease to allow the sublet of the land.  

Action:  Decision to be advised to Madginford Pre-school 

B.
REPORTS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
Representations made by a resident of Mallings Drive and Bearsted and Thurnham Society regarding the Parish Council proposals to alter the highway at The Green.  Councillors will be available to discuss the plans at Bearsted Library on Saturday 20th March from 10am.  In addition any residents wishing to view the plans can contact the Parish Council office for a copy to be sent to them for consideration.

Action:   Notice advising of meeting and availability of proposal to be placed in Parish Council notice boards.

1
Apologies for Absence:  Messrs Harris, Smith and Walton (to arrive late)
2
Police and Community Warden Report
a)
PCSO Stevens presented Councillors with a copy of the recent crime figures (appendix 1)

(i)
Meeting held 9th March to discuss Neighbourhood Watch was attended by PCSO Stevens, Mrs Riach-Brown, Lorraine Hemphrey (Maidstone NHW Liaison Officer), Mr Smith and Mrs Rimmer.  A meeting of all co-ordinators of the scheme in Bearsted to be arranged for May in a hope that a network can be set up between co-ordinators to allow the scheme to work more efficiently in the area.

(ii)
Mrs Rimmer advised that Ms Hemphrey was to provide Parish Councillors with a Disclosure form to allow details of incidents in their designated areas to be advised to them in order that they could keep up to date with local occurrences

b)
Community Warden Mrs Riach-Brown reported that there have been a number of Rogue Traders and Bogus Callers in the Parish, with eight such incidents being reported to Trading Standards in the course of one week.  An article is being placed in the Downs Mail and a supply of leaflets is awaited for door drops in the areas most heavily targeted.  It is hoped that the improvement of the NHW scheme will help alleviate such problems.  


3
Declarations of Interest – Personal, Prejudicial and Lobbying
a) Mr Licence declared a Prejudicial Interest in the item regarding the Summer Playscheme in that he would be undertaking a pottery session with children on the scheme

b) Mrs Cuming, Mrs Marshall MBE and Mr Ethridge declared a Prejudicial Interest in the item regarding Madginford Pre-school,  being members of the Madginford Hall Management Committee

c) Mr Ash and Mrs Marshall MBE declared a Prejudicial Interest in all items relating to Planning, being members of the Maidstone Borough Council Planning Committee.

Since all interests declared were Prejudicial councillors would be allowed to speak on the proposals but would be requested to leave during voting on the issues raised.

4
Minutes of Meeting held on 9th February 2010
These were signed as a true and accurate record or proceedings by Mr Ash since Mr Dyke had not been present at the meeting.

5
Matters Arising
The Clerk advised that all future agendas would not include a section entitled Matters Arising as this was no longer a legal term for an agenda,  since only items detailed on the agenda could be discussed.  Since all minutes now contain a section relating to Action Points a report on these actions will be given at future meetings and all matters with significant information will be added as agenda points.  


5.1
Parish Plan

Mrs Rimmer reported on a meeting with Messrs Boot and Terry from MBC, along with Mr Smith to discuss ways in which the Action Plan could be taken forward, identifying areas of funding and useful contacts (appendix 2).  Mr Ash asked whether Mr Extance could be asked for a completion date in order that Councillors had some idea of timescales etc.


(i)
Farmers Market

Plans are now well underway for the first market on 9th May with eight stallholders signed up to date.


(ii)
Elders Committee

Messrs Licence and Smith, Mrs Cuming, Mrs Stevens and Community Warden Mrs Riach-Brown have agreed to form this committee and will be meeting shortly.


5.2
Other matters  arising

(i)
Annual Parish Meeting – Mr Ethridge expressed concern regarding the invitation of local organisations to the meeting in view of the size of the hall at Madginford available for the meeting.  Mrs Rimmer advised that it had been agreed that the meeting would be more open and that the local organisations would be invited to allow Parish Councillors an opportunity to become aware of the activities within the Parish.  It was hoped that forward thinking in terms of layout of the hall would alleviate his fears.

6
Correspondence 
(i)
Whitehead Monckton  - Terms of agreement to be signed in relation to the appointment of the solicitors in respect of the renewal of the Scout Lease.  It was agreed that the terms be signed.

Mrs Rimmer requested that Councillors let her have any comments regarding the draft lease in order that a response could be drawn up to the proposals.
(ii)
Letters from Bearsted Cricket Club 

(a)
Request to fence rear of pavilion for safety issues – passed to Open Spaces Committee

(b)
Request for permission to carry out works on the Green – passed to Open Spaces Committee and a request to indemnify the Crick Club for any damage to the pavilion roof during the erection of the banner to thank all those who fought against KIG – It was proposed that the erection of the banner now be delayed until the result of the inquiry is known due to the time delay.  With regards to the indemnity it was agreed that no such action would be taken since the erection of the sign is not a Parish Council initiative.
(iii)
Letter from resident regarding an  increase in the number of cars using access to Paignton for parking – passed to Open Spaces Committee
(iv)
KALC – Election of Parish Representatives to Neighbourhood Forums.  
a)
Mrs Marshall MBE reported that there were concerns amongst Borough Councillors in relation to the areas identified for the Forum groups i.e. Bearsted and Downswood do not lie within the same group despite sharing boundaries and similar issues.

b) 
The question was raised as to whether these Forum groups were needed.  The Parish Council has recently been meeting with neighbouring parishes to discuss common problems and these groups seemed to be working well in addressing the issues and formulating strategies.
7
Planning

7.1
Minutes of Planning Committee 4th March 2010 (appendix 3).  The recommendations of the committee were agreed by Councillors.   
Action:  MBC to be advised of all decisions made in respect of the applications.

8
Matters of Report

8.1 
Finance




(i)        List of Cheques to be signed – Schedule of payments circulated (appendix 4 and 4a)
(ii)       Date of next meeting 16th March 2010 – this meeting is open to all councillors and will look at the reallocation of internal budgets and the new NALC Model Standing Orders which will need to be adopted.
8.2
Open Spaces Report
(i)     
Date of next meeting 25th March 2010
(ii)   
Church Landway Allotments – Successful meeting (appendix 5) held with the tenants of Church Landway.  This means that a total of 50 tenants have now had their opportunity to speak regarding both allotment sites.
The new agreement has now been finalised with item 2g being deleted due to variations in interpretation.  This will now be sent to all allotment tenants with details of the rents due for 2010-2011, including a £2 charge for insurance cover.

(iii)
Banky Meadow – following receipt of the file containing all correspondence back to 2005 the Clerk has written to Wimpey requesting confirmation of their up to date position regarding the transfer of the land.
8.3
Youth Report
(i)
Minutes of meeting held on 15th February 2010 (appendix 6).
a)
Consideration was given regarding the erection of a MUGA on land at Church Landway.  Costings to be obtained prior to a consultation process to involve neighbouring properties and the Church Landway organisations.  This facility would only be available for use in daylight hours and could be funded by the S106 monies should the Bearsted Green proposal not be actioned.
b)
Youth Bus – this visits the parish every Tuesday.  At present eight young people attend on a regular basis.  One of those who attends has recently been on a Young Leaders Course and a number of the youths will be attending a Food Hygiene Course in the Easter Holiday.

Mr Ash congratulated Mrs Stevens on her work with the young people.

8.4
Communications Report
(i)   
Minutes of meeting held on 23rd  February 2010 (appendix 7)
a) Request for agreement on the following matters:

b) Purchase of notice board to be placed at Madginford Hall – agreed

c) Printing costs for newsletter – it is proposed that 4000 black and white copies are 


printed at a cost of £310.00 – agreed.  Thanks to Mr Ash for preparing an editorial 



timetable.  It is anticipated that the first edition will be ready for delivery at the 



beginning of April.

d) Parish Council Computer and Fireproof external hard-drive – these have now been 

costed at £380 and £130 respectively, with the purchase of both items falling within 

the £500 agreed for expenditure.  Agreed that these purchases be made.
(ii)
Items for next newsletter – Contributions for the July edition to be with the editorial team (via the Parish Office) by mid June.
(iii)
Village Walks Leaflet – this is moving along with the historical buildings now being added to the map details.

(iv)
Community Information Pack – it would appear that some of the information prepared has been mislaid.  Further investigation to take place.

8.5
Transportation/ Lighting Report
(i) 
Minutes of meeting held on 23rd February 2010 (appendix 8)
(ii)
Meeting with KHS scheduled for 26th March at 10 am

(iii)
Councillors were requested to add any items to the Station Car Park Wish List.  It is anticipated that Network Rail will be submitting a new planning application for a development on the coal yard.  A meeting is to be arranged with Network Rail, South East Trains and MP Hugh Robertson in the near future.
(iv)
Church Landway lighting – 3 contractors have expressed an interest in the tender.  Grant applications have been submitted.  

Action:  Tender document to be drawn up.  

(v)
Notcutts – it was noted that the trees on the proposed Hospital site have been felled.  This work will involve a major new roundabout at Ware Street/New Cut Road.  

(vi)
School Parking – investigations being undertaken regarding parking at Madginford schools and those in The Landway.

8.6
Entertainment Report

Proposal not to include a marquee for use by the youth at this year’s event.  The whole ethos behind the evening is that of a family event, not one where the parents sit on the green whilst the children run around unsupervised.  Jubilee Church volunteers to be deployed therefore in a pastoral role rather than supervising the young. 

It was proposed also that Kent Youth Bus be brought in to the area for that evening.

Agreed.

8.7
Quality Parish Council Application  
The Clerk reported that her submission deadline of 31st March may now not be met due to the amount of administration being undertaken in the Parish Office regarding all the projects being proposed/actioned at present.

8.8
Chairman's Report
The Chairman reported on a very informative Chairman’s Training Day he had attended.  

Debate had included the matter of public participation.  It was agreed that a 15-30 minute spot be set aside at the start of every meeting.  After this no public input into proceedings would be allowed.  

8.9
Clerk's Report

(i)
Code of Conduct Training – details included in written report (appendix 9)
(ii)
Summer Playscheme – plans well underway.  Meeting to be held with Out of School Consultant to ensure all administration etc meets OFSTED requirements.
8.10
KALC Report
Minutes of Local Area Committee – circulated to Councillors
8.11 
Written Reports from County Councillor and Borough Councillors
a) MBC Council Tax to increase by 2.49%

b) Planning Committee to discuss Garden Protection policy.

c) Feedback from Cabinet Road show held in parish was positive.

8.12
Reports from Councillors who sit as representatives on local organisations – None
9
Matters for next Agenda – None
10
Pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the Public were excluded from the remainder of the meeting because of the confidential nature of the business transacted.

(i)
Madginford Pre-school – discussion took place regarding the amendment to the lease at Madginford Hall.  Confidential notes kept on file.
11
Date of Next meeting – Tuesday 13th April 2010 at Madginford Hall
There being no further business the meeting closed at 10.50 p.m.
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