BEARSTED PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of the Bearsted Parish Council held at King George V Memorial Hall, Manor Rise  Bearsted on Tuesday 10th March 2009 at 7.30pm
Present: Mr Walton (Chairman), Mrs Marshall M.B.E, Mrs Stevens, Messrs Ash, Cuming, Dyke, Ethridge, Harris, Licence, Smith, Stark, Street and Young together with the Deputy Clerk, Mrs H. Rimmer, PSCO J Stevens, Community Warden D Riach-Brown and 14 Local Government Electors present.. 
REPORTS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 

This is a concessionary short session and will be limited to half an hour.  Five minutes per person will be allowed initially and only if time permits will further comments be heard.

This is a for information session only and no action can be taken upon those items raised 
This section was carried out under 4.4 of the agenda.

1
Apologies for Absence –  Mr Hughes
2
Declarations of Interest

All Councillors were warned of the necessity to disclose any interest they may have in any items to be discussed. Mrs Marshall and Mr Ash declared that they would not participate in any discussion concerning planning matters as they were both members of the Borough Council Planning Committee. 
Mr Ethridge, Mr Licence and Mr Smith stated that they were members of the Woodland Trust. Mr Licence and Mr Smith stated that they were members of the Bearsted and Thurnham Society and would not participate in any discussions concerning this organisation. Mr Street declared an interest as a member of Bearsted Bowls Club.
Mr Stark, Mr Street and Mrs Marshall stated that they were known to resident of Paignton and would therefore not participate in any discussions concerning this property.

3
Minutes of Previous Meeting
The minutes of the previous meetings held on the 10th February 2009  were read agreed and signed as a true record of the meeting.
4
Action Points from Previous Minutes and urgent matters

4.1 Renewal of Bowls Club Lease

It was reported that the Parish Council Solicitor has received no confirmation from the Bowls Club that the lease has been agreed. 

4.2 Parish Plan update

A total of 994 questionnaires have now been analysed by Aqueous Publishing with the final report expected by the end of the week.  This equates to some 28% of the parish having taken time to complete the questionnaire.  
Councillors expressed their gratitude to Mr Smith for all the work that he has undertaken to date in relation to the Parish Plan.  Appendix 1 gives a brief analysis of information received.
4.3  Proposed Licence to sublet land to Pre-school

Letter from KCC enclosing draft licence to Parish Council to give permission to vary the existing lease on the land which is at present used for Madginford Hall Car Park.  

When this matter was initially discussed on 18th November 2008 it was agreed to allow the KCC to amend the lease to allow the pre-school to build on the land as set out on the proposed plan. However, KCC would first check with the local schools to ascertain if they had any available land for the expansion of the pre-school.  To date this additional information has not been received. 

Action: Write to KCC stating that until this additional information has been received the Parish Council are not in a position to sign the lease.  Additionally they wish to see plans for the building and information relating to how car parking issues at Madginford Hall will be resolved following this development.
 

4.4  Paignton, The Street

The resident of this property had asked for permission to address the Parish Council to clarify the situation regarding any proposed development of the site.  As of the present time:

(a)  The property is not for sale

(b)  No developer has any interest in developing the site

(c)  No planning applications have been lodged for consideration.

It would appear that the early discussions regarding the site have led to some misinterpretation of facts and caused some local distress.  It is hoped that now this matter can be closed.

5
Matters Arising
5.1
 Lipscomb Garage and Affordable Housing
This matter will be included on the next Planning committee agenda, with the possibility of identifying other areas within the parish.  It was suggested that MBC be asked to include the Station yard in their Local Strategy in terms of Affordable Housing provision.  In the meantime the chairmen of the Planning and Transportation Committees, along with the Deputy Clerk to prepare a letter to the Developer requesting information on current plans for the site.
A Housing Needs Survey of the parish would be required before any Affordable Housing provision could be discussed in depth.

Action:  Write to Developer requesting up to date information regarding site


  Planning Committee to look further into the provision of Affordable Housing
5.2
 Roundwell
The Community Warden, PCSO and Police have visited this area as it is considered that the parking of the contractors cars is causing a hazard.  It is felt, however, that there is no illegal parking taking place and as such no further action can take place.

Action: Write to Developer asking whether contractors could park on site.  

6
Police Report
PSCO Stevens reported that there had been ten reported crimes in the last month (Appendix 2).  Residents were asked to remain vigilant at all times as there was an increase in break-ins along with the theft of car number plates.  PCSO Stevens advised that anti-theft screws were available to alleviate this problem.
There have been a number of nuisance vehicles causing aggravation on the footpath from Manor Rise to Church Landway.  It was agreed that this would be placed on the April agenda for further discussion.

Action: April agenda to include Nuisance Vehicles.  PCSO Stevens to prepare facts and figures to support this discussion.

The Community Warden reported that Rogue Traders were operating in the parish and throughout the borough.  Residents were advised not to buy anything from door to door salesmen.
It was also reported that in her capacity as Community Warden Mrs Riach Brown had received two highly commendated Quality Service Awards from KCC, one for partnership work and one for individual work.  Mrs Riach-Brown was congratulated on this achievement.

7
Correspondence

(a)     Letter of resignation from Mrs Paula Cahill.  The Deputy Clerk advised that all the necessary paperwork has been completed regarding the casual vacancy on the Parish Council and applications are awaited.

(b)      St Mary’s Church – request to use Bearsted Green for Annual Plant Sale on 9th May 2009 – agreed.

(c)    Letter from Mayor of Maidstone thanking the Parish Council for their hospitality on 9th December 2009.

(d)   Letter from resident regarding litter on Bearsted Green at weekends.   Handyman is known to clear glasses/litter from the Green first thing every Monday.  
Action:  

· Write to resident thanking them for bringing matter to our attention.

· Write to licensing department to ascertain areas covered by each of the public houses on the green’s licence.

· Handyman to be asked to collect glasses in an attempt to ascertain which establishment they came from.  

· Open Spaces Committee to look at matter further
(e)    Petition from members of WI in response to information received that cricket will be banned from Bearsted Green.   It is unknown where this 

information came from.   The Parish Council is totally opposed to banning cricket on the green and would legally oppose anyone who tried to prevent it.
Action:  Write to WI  

(f)  Invitation to Charity Auction in aid of Heart of Kent Hospice and request for consent to plant a ‘Tree of Life’ on Bearsted Green.  The Parish Council grants consent but would wish the positioning and the type of tree to be agreed with the Parish Council Tree Warden.

Action:  Write to organisers of event offering support but stating conditions

8
Planning
The report of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on Thursday 5th March 2009(see appendix 3)  were read and agreed as a true and accurate record of proceedings.  
The Committee now has only four members plus Mr Spooner for advice.  Mr Spooner has been thanked for his valuable input at the last meeting.

9
Matters of Report

9.1
Finance Report




(i)  Cheques for Payment
It was agreed to approve and sign the cheques as set out in the new revised schedule of payments.  Councillors were reminded that they would need to initial both the invoice and cheque stub as confirmation of payment (Appendix 4).

(ii)  Report from Finance Committee held on 15th February 2009 (Appendix 5)
(a)  The minutes of the meeting were agreed as a true and accurate record of proceedings.  The Committee had presented to Full Council three papers for adoption:

(i)  Financial Regulations – it was proposed by Mr Ash, seconded Mr Young that these regulations be adopted following amendments.  Agreed

(ii)  Complaints Procedure – it was proposed by Mr Ethridge, seconded Mrs Marshall that this procedure be adopted.  Agreed

(iii) Grants and Donations Policy – it was agreed that following amendment to include provision for all grant and donation applications to be considered by the November Finance Committee that this policy be adopted – proposed Mr Young, seconded Mr Street.

(b)  In addition to these papers Councillors had been asked to consider whether the Parish Council would apply for the Power of Well Being.  It was decided that the Quality Parish Status application should take priority over this, however, the Deputy Clerk would undertake the training required in preparation.

(c)   Budget – The Finance Committee had set out the revised forecasts for the budget.  These revisions were approved.

Discussion took place regarding the payment of Councillors Allowances.  Question was raised as to whether each Committee of the Parish Council required the number of members that they had.  This will be discussed further in May upon the appointment of Committees.   It was proposed by Mr Ethridge, seconded Mr Stark that the allowances remain as is.  Approved 6:3.  
      9.2     Open Spaces Report 
                (i)   Report from Open Spaces Committee held on 19th February 2009 (Appendix 6)

The minutes were agreed as a true and accurate record of proceedings.

(a)   KM Trees – photographs have been sent to the KM to support this application.


(b)   Bollards, Church Landway – the question was raised regarding disabled and emergency vehicle access.  It was advised that these would not be impinged by the erection of this bollard.

(c)   Button Lane Open Space – a meeting is to be held with MBC regarding the transference of the site in terms of maintenance.


(ii)   Agreement of Allotment Rents for 2009-2010

It was agreed that the rent be increased by £1 for full plots and 50p for half plots.  Agreed.

       9.3     Youth Committee Report


      (i)
 Report from Youth Committee held on 16th February 2009



(Appendix 7)
(a)  The minutes of the meeting were agreed as a true and accurate record of proceedings following amendment to the fact that Bearsted Library is not a listed building.  

(b)  Proposals for a Drop In Centre to be used by the elderly during the day and youths in the evening were discussed.  

Action:  Letter to be sent to Paul Carter requesting assistance in obtaining room at Bearsted Library.

(c)  A meeting needs to be set up within the next month and a new chairman appointed to the Committee.

       9.4     Communications Report
                 Next meeting to be held on 19th March 2009 at 7.30 p.m. 
       9.5     Transportation and Lighting Report 
       (a)  Next meeting to be held on 19th March 2009 at 8.00 p.m.  This meeting will discuss the dropped kerbs that KHS are installing and how the remaining locations identified.  Mr Ash was thanked for his input in chasing KHS to carry out this work.  

       (b)  No response from Network Rail following meeting in February

Action:  Write requesting response

(c) No report has been received from Ben Hilden at KHS following meeting in November.  

Action:  Write requesting report

9.6
Entertainment Report 

Following discussions with the Cricket Club, Music on the Green will be held on the evening on Friday 10th July 2009.  
9.7
Quality Parish Council Application Sub Committee
No further meetings have been held.  To be put on hold until next financial year.
9.8
Chairman’s Report


Following Mrs Cahill’s resignation the Parish Council needs to appoint a new Vice Chairman.  It was proposed by Mrs Marshall, seconded by Mrs Stevens that Mr Dyke be appointed to the position.  Agreed.


It was felt beneficial to the Finance Committee that Mr Smith be appointed to the Committee in his capacity as Parish Plan Co-ordinator on the Parish Council.  It was proposed by Mr Walton, seconded Mr Street that Mr Smith be appointed to the Committee.  Agreed.

9.9
Clerk’s Report  
(a)  The Deputy Clerk reported on changes to the administration of the Council that she had introduced and hoped that they would assist Councillors.


(b)  Playscheme

The Deputy Clerk has attended the recent MBC Playscheme Workshop and it was anticipated that a scheme would be run during 2009 although there was still some confusion as to whom the Play leader would be or where the scheme would operate from.  


Action:  Meeting to be held with potential Play leaders on 12th March.  

It was agreed that Mr Walton and the Deputy Clerk be given authority to take the appropriate action to get the scheme back on track.  Proposed Mr Stark, seconded Mr Ethridge.
9.10
KALC Report 


Nothing to report
9.11
Reports from Borough and County Councillors 

It was reported that the MBC Council Tax will increase by 4.45% for 2009-2010, although Councillors were reminded that only 15p in the pound actually went to MBC.

9.12
Reports from Councillors who sit as representatives on local organisations


Mr Dyke reported that he had attended a South East Trains meeting.  All peak hour trains are to go via Victoria.  It was agreed that a representative from South East Trains be invited to the Annual Parish Meeting on 5th May 2009.
10
Matters for next agenda

(a)  Time to be set aside to discuss conduct and attitude.  It was agreed that a separate meeting of the Parish Council be held to discuss this matter.

(b)   Liable/Slander cover – Parish Council needs to look at the Insurance cover provided.

Action:  Clerk to ascertain cover provided and prepare report for Councillors

11
Date of next meeting

The next meeting would be held in Madginford Hall  on Tuesday 14th April 2009 at 7.30pm. 

12
The meeting closed at 10.55 p.m.
Points of Action from Parish Council Meeting held on 10th March 2009

Subject                    Action




     

By whom

Pre-school Lease
Write to KCC requesting  additional
information requested in November along with

site of plans and information relating to how 
car parking issues at Madginford Hall will be
resolved 





HR

Letter to be sent to Paul Carter for assistance

in resiting the complex



HR
Affordable Housing
Write to Developer requesting up to date site




information 



HR/PY/LE

 

Planning Committee agenda



HR/LE
Roundwell 

Write to Developer asking whether contractors 
could park on site.  




HR
Nuisance Vehicles
April agenda.  

PCSO Stevens to prepare facts and figures

PCSO

Litter on Green
Write to resident thanking them for bringing

matter to our attention.



HR
Write to licensing department to ascertain areas
covered by each of the public houses licence.
HR

Handyman to be asked to collect glasses 

HR/TC
                Open Spaces Committee agenda


HR/CD

WI Petition              Write setting out BPC stand



HR

Tree of Life             Write requesting contact with Tree Warden

HR

                              Tree Warden to discuss location/type of tree

MH

Drop-in Centre         Letter to Paul Carter requesting help in obtaining

                              Room at Library for use as Drop-in Centre

HR

Network Rail            Write requesting feedback following meeting
HR/PY

KHS                        Write to Ben Hilden requesting feedback

HR

Slander/Liable          Ascertain Insurance Cover and prepare report
HR
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