BEARSTED PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of the Bearsted Parish Council held at Madginford Hall Egremont Road  Bearsted on Tuesday 13th January 2009 at 7.00pm
Present: Mr Walton (Chairman) Mrs Cahill, Mrs Marshall M.B.E, Mrs Stevens, Messrs Ash, Dyke, Ethridge, Harris, Licence, Smith, Stark, Street and Young together with the Clerk, Mr C.E. Palferman and the Deputy Clerk Mrs H. Rimmer There were 5 Local Government Electors present.. 
1
Apologies for Absence –  Apologies had been received from Mr Cuming and Mr Hughes
2
Declarations of Interest

All Councillors were warned of the necessity to disclose any interest they may have in any items to be discussed. Mrs Marshall and Mr Ash declared that they would not participate in any discussion concerning planning matters as they were both members of the Borough Council Planning Committee. 
Mr Ethridge, Mr Licence and Mr Smith stated that they were members of the Woodland Trust. Mr Licence and Mr Smith stated that they were members of the Bearsted and Thurnham Society and would not participate in any discussions concerning this organisation. Mr Street declared an interest as a member of Bearsted Bowls Club

3
Minutes of Previous Meeting
The minutes of the previous meeting held on the 9th December 2008 were read agreed and signed as true record of the meeting
4
Police Report
PCSO Stevens submitted the Police Report (see appendix 1) PSCO Stevens reported that a Police Surgery would be held at Bearsted Library on Wednesday 28th January 2008 between 6.00pm and 7.00pm
The Community Warden Dawn Riach- Brown reported that dog fouling was on the increase and she asked local residents to report any dog owners who were seen not clearing up after their dogs had fouled the footpaths. She stated that the increase might be because MBC was not supplying ‘Poop bags’.

She also reported that a ’Property Marking’ day had been arranged for Saturday 17th January 2009 at Madginford Hall.
5
Action Points from Previous Minutes and urgent matters

5.1 Renewal of Bowls Club Lease

It was reported that following last months meeting the Parish Council Solicitors Whitehead Monckton inspected the Tennis Club lease and found that no new clauses had been added to this lease. It was therefore agreed to re-submit the lease to the Bowls Club as originally submitted. It had been agreed that no alterations had been necessary.
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The Parish Council also agreed that the Bowls Club could carry out the proposed amendments to their rules as set out in their letter dated 31st December 2008.


Action Write to Bowls club re approval of Rule Changes. Instruct Solicitor to draw up new Lease and send document to Bowls Club.

5.2 Parish Plan update
It was reported that some 875 questionnaires had been returned so far and had been sent to Aqueous Publishing for analysis. The Council had agreed to cover the costs of the analysis which has been estimated at £3,600.00 + VAT. Although the Parish Plan Group had hoped to obtain other donations towards the costs of the analysis. 
It was also reported that an advertisement had been placed in the January edition

of the Downs Mail asking local residents to complete their questionnaires by 20th 

February 2009. Notices to inform parents of this closing date had been put in the


1200 book bags at local junior and infants schools. Posters will also be placed on Parish Council notice-boards.
5.3 New Handyman’s contract

It was agreed to terminate the current Handyman’s contract in order that tenders might be invited for new handyman’s services. It was agreed to advertise for a new Handyman in the Downs Mail. It was intended to appoint a new Handyman to commence 1st May 2009

Action Write to Mr Croucher cancelling Contract .Contact Downs Mail re advert. Consult with Councillor Harris concerning Tender document and job description.
6
Matters Arising

6.1
Sub Committee meeting to discuss Quality Parish Council Status
It was reported that a meeting of the sub committee appointed to promote the Council’s application for ‘Quality Status’ had now been arranged for 26th January 2009.
6.3
 Re-consideration of proposed Planning application regarding Paignton off The Street
Following the meeting that took place between Mr Ash, the Clerk and Mrs Foster, Mr Ash proposed that the Council reconsider its refusal to allow access over the road leading to the allotments and this property to enable the new houses to be built.
The Council accepted the counter proposal and refused to alter the original decision. Permission is therefore denied.

Action Letter to be sent to Mrs Foster explaining Council’s decision
Council agreed to suspend Standing Orders to allow two members of the public to address the Council. They were complaining at the poor quality of the bus service from Maidstone to Cross Keys. This was the Arriva Service 19. It was agreed that the two Borough Councillors Mrs Marshall and Mr Ash would take this matter up with the Bus Company direct. Both members of the public were asked to keep records of buses that failed to turn or were overdue.
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7
Correspondence

A letter had been received from Bearsted and Thurnham Club requesting financial assistance towards the cost of re-furbishing the clock on the top of the club premises adjacent to the Green

Action It was agreed to write to the Club requesting the cost of the repair and also a copy of their Annual Financial statement

8
Planning
The report of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on Thursday 8th February 2009 was  produced and read (see appendix 2)

Update re planning Application for Kent International Gateway


It was confirmed that this application had now been re-lodged with all the additional information requested by MBC. This new information had not been sent to the Parishes yet.


It was agreed to arrange another meeting of the Council to consider the new information as soon as it had been received. It was agreed the meeting should be held on Tuesday 20th January 2009 if possible at Madginford Hall starting at 7.00pm

The Joint Parishes Group had advised member Councils to apply for funds from the devolved budgets of both Borough Councillors and County Councillors as the costs of any representation at a planning enquiry would be large.


It was agreed to await the new information and to urge all residents to object to this application within the 28 days 


Applications Received


MA/08/2196 5 Plantation Lane –  Amended application for erection of single storey side and rear extension to include garage and erection of side porch and rear conservatory – No objections


MA/08/2264
86 Birling Avenue – Erection of a Single storey side extension – no objections.


MA/08/2338
1 The Landway – Single storey side extension – no objections


MA/08/2412 – 9 Greystones Road –rear conservatory – No objections


MA/08/2427 
3 Egremont Road - Ext hip end to gable/widening dormer  - This application site had been inspected by both the Chairman of the Planning Committee Mr Ethridge and the Planning Consultant Mr Spooner and they had both agreed to recommend to the Council that this application be refused. The reasons they gave were that because of its massing it would be out of character with the adjoining property and other bungalows

Contrary to Policy H18 of the Borough wide plan 2000
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MA/08/2437– 15 Yeoman Lane – Single storey extension to north elevation – No objections


MA/08/2459– 89 Ashford Road – Demolition of existing buildings and erection of a 2 storey building comprising 4 self contained office suites with parking – No objections


MA/08/2463– 16 Manor Rise – Ground floor rear and first floor front extension and front porch with dormer window – No objections


MA/08/2482– 19 Hill Brow – Conversion of garage  – No objections


Applications granted and refused

MA/08/1807
The Old Cottage Sutton Street

Granted


MA/08/1909
31 Hampson Way


Granted


MA/09/1915
45 Ragstone Road


Granted


MA/09/2044
2 Moncrif Close


Granted


MA/09/2106
1 The Grove


Granted


MA/08/2126
13 The Landway


Granted


MA/08/2117
27 Merton Road


Granted


MA/09/1579
Old Timbers The Green


Refused


MA/08/1666
Little Orchard Church Lane


Refused


Action Letter to be sent to Planning Department
9
Matters of Report

9.1
Finance Report




Cheques

It was agreed to approve and sign the cheques as set out in the attached schedule (Appendix 3).

Action Cheques to be sent as soon as possible
Budget Report  for next financial year 2009/2010
It was agreed to discuss the Budget at the end of the meeting
9.2     Open Spaces Report 
It was agreed to place the request for new salt bins on the agenda for the next meeting of the  Open Spaces Committee which will be held on the 24th February 2009.

The report of the Open Spaces Committee meeting held on the 11th December 2008 was produced and read (see appendix 4) It was agreed to include the budget proposals in the discussions at the end of the meeting

The Council agreed that the proposals made for benches on the Green should be made Council policy

           9.3
Youth Committee Report
It was stated that the results of the Parish Plan consultation were still awaited before any further action was taken concerning the Play area off Church Landway
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          9.4
Communications Report
The Deputy Clerk produced a report of action she had taken in respect of the new web-site and the forthcoming Newsletter (see appendix 5).
It was agreed that the Council would authorise the transfer of the existing ‘Domain Name’ to Vision Websites and ask them to manage the new site. It was agreed to pay the costs which have been estimated at between £560.00 and £610.00 depending on the available options.

It was reported that the Newsletter was ready to print which could be carried out in the Office, but that the method of distribution was still to be decided. It was agreed to make further enquiries regarding the cost of distribution.

It was reported that the notice-board adjacent to the Yeoman Public House would be repaired by the manufacturers during the week. It was agreed that if the repair was carried out successfully then the outstanding account would be paid.
Action Contact Vision Websites and arrange for new web site to be prepared.

Distribution of Newsletter to be discussed at next Communications Committee meeting 29th January 


9.5
Transportation and Lighting Report - none

9.6
Entertainment Report – None


9.7
Chairman’s Report
The Chairman reminded all Councillors that matters for decision should be discussed at Council meetings and not on the internet.

9.8
Clerk’s Report 

The Clerk stated that he had been informed by the Woodland Trust that work on their new storage facility would be commencing at the end of the month. Work would include trenching along Church Landway to connect with the water, sewage and electricity supplies. Some disruption to the use of Church Landway would be caused.

It was agreed that the Parish Council would cover the cost of the installation of these services which was estimated at approximately £1,700.00. 

Action letter to be sent to Woodland Trust to arrange payment 


9.9
KALC Report – None


9.10
Reports from Borough and County Councillors 

It was agreed to write to County Councillor Carter and ask him to submit a written report to be read at Council meetings if he was unable to attend
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It was reported that trees were being placed in Spot Lane and Ryan Drive 

It was agreed to send a letter to KCC re their Staff awards scheme recommending the Community Warden Dawn Riach Brown for an award


9.11
Reports from Councillors who sit as representatives on local organisations


It was reported that the Memorial Hall had been fitted with a new Front Door. A new electrical system had also been fitted. Members of the ‘Jubilee Church’ had redecorated the Meeting Room and Committee Room which had saved a great deal of money. New flooring had been laid in both rooms . The hall will also be fitted with new blinds. The hearing loop paid for by the Parish Council had also been installed.


It was also reported that some tree surgery would be carried out on trees within Madginford Hall car park.
10. 
Budget Proposals for 2009/2010

The Council discussed the budget proposals as set out in the draft papers (see appendix 6)

It was agreed that the projected expenditure for the forthcoming financial year was estimated at £191,250.00.

The estimated income if the Precept was not increased would amount to £160,000.00


It was also estimated that the balance being carried forward at the end of 2008/2009 would be approximately £80.000.00


It was therefore agreed that it was appropriate in the present financial situation that the Council Precept would not be increased this year. 

The Council agreed to fix the Precept for 2009/2010 at £90,000.00. The Chairman and The Clerk then signed the precept for this amount.

11
Date of next meeting

The next meeting would be held in Madginford Hall Egremont Road on Tuesday 10th February 2009 at 7.30pm. 

12
The meeting closed at 10.29pm
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