BEARSTED PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council held at King  George V Memorial Hall, Manor Rise, Bearsted on Tuesday 12th January 2010 at 7.30 p.m.
Present:  Messrs Walton (chairman), Ash, Cuming, Dyke, Ethridge, Harris, Hughes, Licence, Smith, Street  and Young, Mrs Cuming, Mrs Marshall MBE, Mrs Rimmer (Clerk to the Council) together with six members of the public.

REPORTS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
1. Request from member of the public that the community be thanked for their 
participation in the campaign against KIG through the placing of a banner on the roof of the cricket pavilion.  Initial indications are that this will cot £350, £300 of which has been received in telephone pledges. Should any additional funding be required it was agreed that the Parish Council would consider the short fall, 

It was suggested that an additional notice be placed at Madginford Shops, along with a half page advertisement in the Downs Mail.  

Once the campaign has come to an end it is also suggested that a tree be planted on the Woodland Trust land as a more permanent reminder for future generations.

· It was proposed that the communications committee finance the advertisement in the 
Downs Mail whilst the Open Spaces Committee include the cost of a tree in their 2010-2011 budget. Agreed.

2.  Letter presented to councillors from two residents regarding the operation of the Joint 
Parishes Group  requesting answers to questions regarding the appointment of Luther Pendragon and the service provided by the company.  It is also requested that consideration be given to what value for money the group has offered and what lessons have been learned by the group etc.  It is felt that the group be accountable to the community.    Details also requested regarding the income and expenditure of the group to date.  A breakdown of the expenses was provided.

Action:  Letter to be sent to the JPG detailing the questions raised by the residents requesting answers and comment on the issues raised.
3.  Comment was made that everyone should be aware that KIG is probably with the 
parish for some time to come.  It is hoped that from here onwards everything is done in a constructive manner and that the past ineffective dealings in terms of other developments can be learned from.  The concept of parishes working together has proved that this is a good principle and it works.

         
1
Apologies for Absence:  Mr Stark, Mrs Stevens
2
Police/Community Warden Report
a) 10 incidents since the last meeting (appendix 1)

b) Mr Harris reported that he believed the scout hut had been broken in to during this period.

Action:  Clerk to determine with PCSO

c) The Community Warden’s report detailed a new project that she and her mentored 

warden would be seeking to set up in conjunction with the Holy Cross Community Team to help those more vulnerable residents of the parish during the cold weather.  This would see volunteers delivering supplies and ensuring that they were safe and had no issues or concerns.
d) New Salt bin placed outside Madginford Infants School.

e) During the bad weather the majority of the working day has been spent clearing areas 
in terms of health and safety, carrying out welfare checks on the vulnerable and ensuring that the youth who have been affected by school closures present no problems.  
3
Declarations of Interest
All Councillors were warned of the necessity to disclose any interest they may have in any items to be discussed.  
Mr Ash and Mrs Marshall declared that they would not participate in any discussion concerning planning matters as they were members of the Borough Council Planning Committee.
Messrs Ash, Mrs Cuming, Mr Ethridge and Mrs Marshall stated that they were members of the Madginford Hall Management Committee and would not participate in any discussions concerning the Pre-School lease.

4
Minutes of Meeting held on 8th December 2009 were agreed and signed as a true and 

accurate record of proceedings.
5
Matters Arising
5.1
Madginford Pre-school

Mr Walton, Mrs Marshall and the clerk to meet with Paul Carter to be held on 25th January at Sessions House.  
5.2
Parish Plan

a) Farmers Market – Thurnham P C to discuss joint venture at their January meeting.   
Letter of support received from Bearsted Country Market for the venture.

b) Meeting to be arranged with MBC to discuss grants available for projects identified in 
the Plan.

5.3
Other matters arising

Planters and Hanging Baskets – Parishes advise that these are business ventures and not run by their Councils.
6
Correspondence 
a) Email from Nick Chard, KCC Cabinet Member for Environment, Highways and Waste


detailing the laws regarding snow and ice clearance from public highways and pavements.

b) Email from MBC regarding Cabinet Roadshow to be held at Madginford Hall on 17th 

February.

c)
Millwood Designer Homes Ltd in response to complaints made regarding contractors

parking and damage to Church Lane.

d)
Thank you letters re donations to Victim Support, The Heart of Kent Hospice and 
Kenward 
Trust.

e)
Letter of gratitude from Mr Brian Clifford re presentation of Mynn Award

7
Planning

7.1
Minutes of applications considered up to 16th December (Appendix 2).  Due to the bad weather the committee meeting scheduled for 7th January was cancelled.  Applications to be considered:
MA/09/2170
Flat 85 Ashford Road – Change of use of first floor flat to A1 (retail) use in association with existing hair salon

MA/09/2228
Tarafder Bari, Spot Lane  - Erection of two storey rear extension

MA/09/2322
8 Manor Rise
- Erection of a new dwelling with garage/annex, outdoor pool and studio.  Amended scheme to MA/08/2313 in respect of design changes.

MA/09/2352
Bower Cottage Residential Home, 31 Roseacre Lane – change of use of existing residential home and associated dwelling to two separate dwellings.

7.2
Applications Approved
MA/09/1964
Fairmeadow, Church Lane

MA/09/1840
33-37 Egremont Road, Bearsted

MA/09/1878
74 Ashford Road

MA/09/1889
Goodwin Cottage, 4 Mote Villas

MA/09/1930
44 Fauchons Lane

MA/09/2011
Elsinore, Mount Pleasant Drive

MA/09/1911
Caldicotts, The Street

MA/09/1920
Two Trees, 25 The Landway

MA/09/2129
1 Upper Chimes

MA/09/2062
30A Yeoman Lane

MA/09/2000
Bearsted and Thurnham Club

7.3
Applications Withdrawn
TA/0177/09
4 Oak Croft

7.4
Applications Refused
MA/09/1929
25 Madginford Road
7.5
Conservation Area Appraisal and Management Review 

Meeting held on 9th December with MBC to discuss the review (Appendix 3).  Walkabout to be arranged with Conservation Officer in due course to discuss proposals.

8
Matters of Report

8.1 
Finance




(i)      List of Cheques to be signed – agreed (Appendix 4)
(ii)     Budget – open meeting to be held on 19th January to discuss and make recommendation for the 2010-2011 precept.
8.2
Open Spaces Report
(i)      
Date of next meeting 28th January 2010.  Meeting to prepare plan for future winter maintenance.
(ii)
Open Meeting with The Street allotment holders to be held on 20th January to address issues relating to the new allotment agreement
8.3
Youth Report
(i)
Minutes of next meeting 14th December 2009 (Appendix 5).  Madginford Hall Management Committee to be approached regarding the holding of a weekly youth club.
a) Meeting held with Scout group to discuss possible siting of Youth Centre on land to the north of the scout hut.  Pre-application advice sought from MBC regarding the proposal

b) Meeting scheduled for 14th January with KCC Youth Worker to discuss visiting of Youth Bus to the parish.

(ii)
Mrs Stevens, Mrs Rimmer and Mrs Riach-Brown to commence Introduction to Youth Work training on 1st February.

(iii)
Mrs Stevens and Mr Hughes to attend Kent Youth ‘Working with 14-18 year olds’ training on 25th February.  Mr Licence expressed and interest to attend also.

8.4
Communications Report
(i)   
Date of next meeting 25th February 2010.  Mr Ash requested that this meeting date be changed however the committee chairman advised that this date should stand.
8.5
Transportation/ Lighting Report
(i) 
Date of next meeting 25th February 2010
8.6
Entertainment Report

Music on the Green – 9th July 2010
8.7
Quality Parish Council Application 
Evidence being collated.  On track for deadline.

8.8
Chairman's Report
The snow has caused a number of issues within the parish and it is good to see that the Open Spaces will be taking this matter forward to develop a winter plan.
Letter has been received from a resident regarding the S137 payments made by the Council over the past 5 yrs.  The issues raised appear to be the result of accounting allocation and interpretation during this period.  The matter will be investigated but will put time pressures on the Clerk and may take some time to collate.

8.9
Clerk's Report (Appendix 6)
(i)
Clerks Diary Sheet circulated to councillors.
(ii)
Winter maintenance – due to complaints received regarding the removal of salt from bins by the handyman during the recent conditions it is proposed that 2 Hi-vis jackets be purchased, to include Bearsted Parish Council on the back .  Cost £37.51
Action:  to be discussed at Open Spaces committee

(iii)
Office at Bearsted Library – disconnection letter sent to BT

(iv)
The Community Warden has been using the Parish Office as a base during the cold weather.  Councillors agreed that this could continue as it allows the clerk and Community Warden to liaise and undertake joint projects.  

(v)
Training to be undertaken:

Youth Work Training – February 1st to 7th June

SLCC Paper Chase – 8th March

SLCC Managing Allotments – 14th June

Tendering – Nuts and Bolts – 9th February – attendance at £35 confirmed

8.10
KALC Report – circulation of documents received at AGM
8.11 
Written Reports from County Councillor and Borough Councillors
a) Quarterly reports requested from Mr Carter
b) Mr Ash reported that Thurnham School acknowledge the Parish Council’s letter 
regarding the school hedge.  A contractor to carry out the work is awaited.

c) Tree with TPO on the Green has been removed following incorrect information 
received.  Resident has advised that they will reinstate.

d) Mrs Marshall reported on the Conference with Parishes.  The Borough is currently 
considering its 2010-2011 budget and looking at future years.  There is a question regarding the Concurrent Functions grants from 2011 onwards.
8.12
Reports from Councillors who sit as representatives on local organisations 
Madginford Hall Committee – no changes to the Committee.  Mrs Cuming has joined the Committee.  

Electrical tests completed on the hall and it is hoped to redecorate the entrance hall, clean the curtains and replace the windows.  None of the hall has insulation.  Quotes to be obtained for roof and wall insulation.
9
Matters for next Agenda
Annual Presentation
10
Date of Next meeting – Tuesday 9th February 2010 at Madginford Hall, Egremont Road, Bearsted
There being no further business the meeting closed at 10 p.m.
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