BEARSTED PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of the Bearsted Parish Council held at Madginford Hall Egremont Road  Bearsted on Tuesday 10th February 2009 at 7.30pm
Present: Mrs Cahill (Acting Chairman), Mrs Marshall M.B.E, Mrs Stevens, Messrs Ash, Cuming, Dyke, Ethridge, Harris, Hughes, Licence, Smith, Stark, Street Walton and Young together with the Clerk, Mr C.E. Palferman and the Deputy Clerk Mrs H. Rimmer There were no Local Government Electors present.. 
1
Apologies for Absence –  None. 

Mr Walton had arranged to arrive late at the meeting and it was agreed that the Vice Chairman Mrs Cahill would act as Chairman of the meeting as she was shortly to leave the district and move out of the area.

2
Declarations of Interest

All Councillors were warned of the necessity to disclose any interest they may have in any items to be discussed. Mrs Marshall and Mr Ash declared that they would not participate in any discussion concerning planning matters as they were both members of the Borough Council Planning Committee. 
Mr Ethridge, Mr Licence and Mr Smith stated that they were members of the Woodland Trust. Mr Licence and Mr Smith stated that they were members of the Bearsted and Thurnham Society and would not participate in any discussions concerning this organisation. Mr Street declared an interest as a member of Bearsted Bowls Club

3
Minutes of Previous Meeting
The minutes of the previous meetings held on the 13th and 20th January 2009  were read agreed and signed as a true record of the meeting.
4
Action Points from Previous Minutes and urgent matters

4.1 Renewal of Bowls Club Lease

It was reported that the Parish Council Solicitor had been instructed to draw up the new lease for the Bowls Club as was agreed at the previous meeting. In due course this would be sent to the Bowls Club for signature.

4.2 Parish Plan update

It was reported that completed Questionnaires were still being received at the Parish Office although the overall number of replies was still in the region of 900.


It was also reported that the firm carrying out the analysis of the replies had been asked to give an interim report regarding the replies made in the Questionnaire regarding the KIG application. This showed that the percentages of the replies showed that over 85% of the replies either ‘strongly opposed’ or ‘opposed’  the application while under 2% had no views and there were just over 1% in favour.

These results had been sent to the Planning Department

(1)

5
Matters Arising
5.1
 Re-consideration of proposed Planning application regarding Paignton off The Street
A letter of complaint had been received from Mrs Foster referring to the fact that she had read the account of the meeting she had had with the Clerk and Mr Ash in the Down Mail and that the details were incorrect. She also regretted that the decision of the Council was recorded in the article before she had been contacted by the Council.
She requested a meeting with the Council and it was agreed to invite her to the next full Council meeting. She should be asked in light of her comments in her letter if she would object to the facts of her complaint being reported again in the report of this Council meeting.

Action: Write to Mrs Foster inviting her to the next meeting 
5.2
 Annual Budget 2009/2010
The Council agreed that a Finance and General Policy Committee meeting would be arranged before the next Council meeting so that the provisions included in the Annual Budget for 2009/2010 could be examined. The Committee were asked to examine the deficit in the budget between income and expenditure for the next Financial Year.

Action: Finance and General Policy Committee meeting to be arranged for Wednesday 25th February 2009

5.3  Provision of additional Salt Bins
It was agreed that the requests for additional salt bins which had been received from the Community Warden and other residents would be placed on the agenda for the next Open Spaces Committee Meeting arranged for Thursday 19th February 2009 at Madginford Hall at 7.30pm
At this point it was agreed to close the meeting as there was a confidential matter which had to be dealt with by the Council in private. Both the Press and the Community Warden were asked to leave the meeting. The confidential matter was then discussed and a report is set out in Appendix 1 attached to these minutes.

Following the discussion the meeting re-opened.

6
Complaints Procedure

It was agreed that the Council should adopt a proper procedure for dealing with complaints received from local residents or Councillors
Action : Complaints Procedure to be discussed at next Finance and General Policy Committee meeting

7
Police Report
Apologies had been received from PSCO Stevens but he had sent a written report regarding the reported ‘Crime Figures’ for this month (see Appendix 2)
(2)

The Community Warden reported that she had been out in the early mornings with the ‘Dog Warden’ but had not been able to find any persons breaking the law in respect to ‘dog fouling’. She stated that she would continue with these early morning patrols.

The Community Warden also reported that the parking around the local schools was deteriorating and would need to be closely monitored.
It was also agreed to ask the Community Warden to liaise with the Woodland Trust regarding the use of Church Landway by the service personnel building the new store in the Woodland Trust Land as some residents were being inconvenienced when faced with the roadway being blocked by vehicles.
8
Planning
The report of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on Thursday 5th January 2009 was  produced and read (see appendix 3)

Applications Received


MA/08/1443 Mote House Mote Park –  Three free-standing advertisement signs – No objections


MA/08/2458
91 Ashford Road – Erection of a Single storey rear extension + 2 new dormers – no objections.


MA/09/0019
2 Cross Keys Cottages – Single storey rear extension – no objections


MA/09/0020 2 Cross Keys Cottages – Listed Building Consent re above – no 

Objections

MA/09/0049
41 Roseacre Lane – First floor extension/ replacement roof – No objections


MA/09/0066   11 Greystones Road – Erection of a two storey extension—This application had been the subject of a site visit by members of the Planning Committee and it was agreed that the Council would like to see this application refused.

The applicant has applied to demolish the garage and erect a two storey side extension.  It appears that he has already removed the garage and replaced it with a new one and now wants to put another room above it.

The Parish Council understand that the regulations state that when building a two storey side extension there should be a 1.5 metre gap between the new extension and the boundary wall.  The new regulations go a bit further with this recommendation by saying that, other than in areas of significant spacing between dwellings, there should normally be a minimum gap of 3 metre between the two properties i.e. between the two buildings.
(3)
The Council wish to see this application refused on the grounds that if allowed the new extension will create a terracing affect because of breaching the regulations concerning  minimum gap recommended.


8.1 Applications granted and refused

MA/08/2313
8 Manor Rise
        Granted


MA/08/2412
9 Greystones Road
        Granted


MA/08/2437
15 Yeoman Lane
        Granted


MA/08/2459
89 Ashford Road              Granted


MA/08/1450
40 Fauchons Lane
Appeal Allowed


MA/08/1136
8 Ashford Road
Appeal Lodged


MA/08/1745
89 Ashford Road
Appeal lodged


8.2  Public Exhibition re Detling Village Design Statement

It was reported by Mr Ash and Mr Smith that they had attended the public exhibition of the Detling Village Design Statement.  They reported that the exhibition had been very informative and was showing some good ideas for local improvements.


8.3  Up-date re the KIG Application

It was reported that several Councillors had attended the public meeting held at Invicta School on Monday 2nd February 2009. Despite the bad weather the meeting was attended by over 250 people. The meeting was addressed by several speakers all of whom opposed the application.


The meeting had been informed that the Developers had now changed their Planning Consultants  and the new firm was appealing to the Secretary of State against MBC for non-determination. The decision was now awaited.


The Joint Parishes Group had been represented at the meeting and had indicated that they wish to continue preparing their case to oppose the current application.
9
Matters of Report

9.1
Finance Report




Cheques

It was agreed to approve and sign the cheques as set out in the attached schedule (Appendix 4).

Action Cheques to be sent as soon as possible
It was agreed that the Open Spaces Committee should discuss the monitoring of the new Handyman’s Accounts.
9.2     Open Spaces Report 
It was reported that the Kent Messenger was supplying free trees. Applications were to be sent by the 23rd February 2009
The next Committee meeting had been fixed for Thursday 19th February 2009
(4)

           9.3
Youth Committee Report
It was agreed to hold the next Youth Committee meeting on Monday 16th February 2009 at Madginford Hall at 7.30pm.
          9.4
Communications Report
The report of the Communications Committee meeting been held on the 29th January 2009 was produced and read (see appendix 5)

The Deputy Clerk reported that the new web-site was now fully functional and it was agreed to include on the web-site a ‘Forum Section’. It was agreed to approve the expenditure of £50.00 regarding the licence fee for the inclusion of a map on the site.

The Council discussed the proposals regarding the Newsletter. The Communications Committee had recommended that a Newsletter be published by the Council and distributed to all residents. The Quality Parish Council Sub Committee had recommended that use be made of the Downs Mail. Because of these two suggestions and that there was no information concerning the costs of either the matter be adjourned to the next meeting of the Communication Committee
The Chairman of the Communications Committee agreed that he would arrange for the  Information Packs to be prepared as soon as possible.
It was also agreed that the Chairman of the Parish Council should be the person that approves the Downs Mail report of the Parish Council.

It was also agreed that the Chairman of the Communications Committee would inspect the Notice-boards and make recommendations regarding their use and positioning 


9.5
Transportation and Lighting Report 
The report of the Transportation Committee  meeting held on Thursday 29th January 2009 was produced and read ( see Appendix 6)
It was reported that the petition set up on the Government web site had now received over 300 signatories.

It was also reported that both the Chairman and the Clerk had met with Mr Hugh Robertson MP and representatives from Network Rail to discuss the lack of car parking available at Bearsted Station.  The Network Rail representatives stated that responsibility for extending the car park lay with the rail franchisee South Eastern Trains.

(5)

It was reported that the Parish Council had supplied Mick Cherry from Network Rail with details of the complaints we had received from Station users regarding the lack of car parking spaces. Mr Cherry had stated that he would discuss the problem again with South Eastern Trains. It had been agreed that the provision of extra temporary car parking could be made available pending a complete re-development of the Old Coal yard.

It was agreed to give Network Rail time to have discussions with South Eastern Trains but then if progress appeared to be stalling to use Hugh Robertson to expedite the process.

Development of Lipscomb Site 
It was noted that all building work on the Lipscomb Site appeared to have come to a stop.
It was agreed to approach MBC to enquire that if the planned residential units with some office accommodation was not now going to proceed if this site could be used for affordable housing with additional car parking to be used by local residents when using the shops along the Ashford Road

It was agreed to contact the Developer and ask him to meet with the Council to discuss his future plans for the site

Action: Contact Maidstone Housing Trust to enquire if they would consider this site if available for ‘Affordable Housing’.

Provision of Dropped Kerbs/ Improvements to Footpaths

It was confirmed that Kent Highways had stated that the first six dropped kerbs would be installed before the end of the present Financial Year.

It was also reported that the extension to the footpath at the junction of Roseacre Lane and Windmill Heights had been completed.

It was also reported that the improvements to footpaths in Birling Avenue and Mynn Crescent had been listed by Kent Highway Services for improvement although the funding had still not been allocated.


Church Landway Lighting
It was reported that the Woodland Trust had now employed EDF Energy to provide an electric supply to their new Tool Store and Garage. They had been asked to allow the Parish Council to use the new supply for our lighting scheme.

It was also stated that Mr Hughes would monitor the installation on behalf of the Council to ensure that in the future low level lighting could be installed in Church Landway

It was agreed to write to KHS to ask for a completion date concerning the proposal to move the lamp standard in Yeoman Lane adjacent to Snowfield

Action: Send letter to Kent Highways regarding the date for moving the light
(6)

It was also reported that the contractors working on the extension to Barty House were parking along The Roundwell causing problems and reducing the carriageway to one lane. There were at times at least 20 cars parked in this area.

It was agreed to recommend that a letter be sent to the contractors asking their workmen to park more considerately and if possible off road more adjacent to the site. It was also agreed to ask the Community Warden and PSCO to arrange to monitor the situation and if necessary to put out some traffic cones to prevent the cars being parked in a continuous line.

Action: Write to Contractors and contact Dawn and PSCO 
Parking on Ashford Road/ Esso Station/ Tesco Express
It was reported that this area around the Esso Garage was still causing problems and it was agreed to make enquiries of MBC when the proposed double yellow lining would be installed.

It was agreed that a contributory factor to the lack of parking space was the fuel deliveries happening at peak periods and it was agreed to write to the Managing Director of Tesco’s asking for the deliveries to be at least staggered which may help to solve this problem
9.6
Entertainment Report 

It was stated that the Council should start to consider making arrangements for the next ‘Music on the Green’.

It was agreed the event should take place sometime in mid July and on a Saturday an estimate of the costs of last years event was circulated (see Appendix 7)

It was agreed to ask through the Downs Mail for sponsors for both the Music on the Green event and the suggestion that the Council would take part in the Bearsted Fayre by entering a float in the procession.

It was also suggested that this years ‘Music on the Green’ would be a classical concert like the very successful ’Proms in the Park’.

It was agreed that the Finance and General Policy Committee should examine the proposed expenditure on both the Fireworks and Music on the Green.

It was also agreed to obtain independent advice regarding the VAT situation for the proceeds of these two events

9.7
Quality Parish Council Application Sub Committee
The report of the meeting of the sub committee preparing the application for Quality Parish Council status held on the 26th January 2009 was produced and read (See Appendix 8)

It was stated that because the Annual Report for 2007/2008 had not been published the application for Quality Parish Council status could not be submitted until July 2009 which will be after the 2008/2009 Annual Report  is published.
(7)

It was agreed that to pursue the application the Parish Council would need to provide for more public participation at Council meetings and to include a dedicated space for this item.

Councillors would also have to hold ‘surgeries’ and make their personal contact details public. It was agreed that contact for Councillors would still be through the Parish Office. It was also agreed to carry out an analysis of training needs for all Councillors
9.8
Chairman’s Report
The Chairman stated that he had attended the Detling Village Design statement exhibition and found it very informative, he hoped a similar event could be organised once the Bearsted Plan has been finalised. 
9.9
Clerk’s Report  - None
9.10
KALC Report 

Mr Ash reported that he had attended the Maidstone Area Committee meeting held on 3rd February at Maidstone Town Hall. The meeting had been curtailed as many of the participants had been delayed by the weather. Most of the meeting had dealt with complaints concerning Kent Highway Services.

It was reported that a Planning Seminar had been organised by KALC to be held at Lenham on Saturday 28th March 2009. Mr Ethridge and Mr Smith volunteered to attend and Mr Cuming asked to be included on the next Seminar in June.

9.11
Reports from Borough and County Councillors 

It was agreed to write to County Councillor Carter and ask him to submit a written report to be read at Council meetings if he was unable to attend.
It was reported by Mrs Marshall that the two complaints received at the January meeting regarding Arriva had been passed on to the Company and she had asked local bus users to register their complaints regarding bad service with the bus company and Borough Councillors.

9.12
Reports from Councillors who sit as representatives on local organisations

It was reported that the Memorial Hall Committee had organised an ‘Open Day’ 


for Sunday 22nd March 2009 but this had had to be cancelled and they were 


arranging another day.

It was also reported that Madginford Hall Committee had ordered replacement


 cups .
10. 
The Council adjourned to consider some staff matters in private

11
Date of next meeting

The next meeting would be held in King George V Memorial Hall  on Tuesday 10th March 2009 at 7.30pm. 

12
The meeting closed at 11.05pm
(8)
