BEARSTED PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of the Bearsted Parish Council held at Madginford Hall Egremont Road  Bearsted on Tuesday 9th December 2008 at 7.00pm
Present: Mr Walton (Chairman) Mrs Cahill, Mrs Marshall M.B.E, Mrs Stevens, Messrs Ash, Cumming, Ethridge, Licence, Smith, Stark, Street and Young together with the Clerk, Mr C.E. Palferman. There were 6 Local Government Electors present.. 
1
Apologies for Absence –  Apologies had been received from Mr Harris and Mr Hughes
2
Declarations of Interest

All Councillors were warned of the necessity to disclose any interest they may have in any items to be discussed. Mrs Marshall declared that she would not participate in any discussion concerning planning matters as she was a member of the Borough Council Planning Committee. 
Mr Ethridge ,Mr Licence and Mr Smith stated that they were members of the Woodland Trust. Mr Licence and Mr Smith stated that they were members of the Bearsted and Thurnham Society and would not participate in any discussions concerning this organisation.

3
Minutes of Previous Meeting
The minutes of the previous meetings held on the 11th November 2008 and the adjourned meeting held on the 18th November were read amended agreed and signed as true records of these meetings
4
Renewal of Bowls Club Lease
The Parish Councillor’s Solicitor Marsha Marriner of Whitehead Monckton Solicitors attended the Council meeting to explain to the Council the proposed amendments suggested by the Bowls Club to their new Lease. The Bowls Club had suggested three amendments the first was to change and allow under-letting of the premises and to add a charging clause which they said would bring them into line with the new lease given to the Tennis Club.
The second change was to allow alterations both internal and external to be made without prior consent of the Parish Council.

The third alteration was to allow the Bowls Club to extend the use their premises for fund raising events.

It was agreed to postpone any decision on these proposals to allow the Solicitor to check the Tennis Club lease and if necessary to compile the Bowls Club lease on a similar basis to the Tennis Club lease.

This matter was postponed until the January meeting.

Action: Solicitor to check Tennis Club Lease
(1)

5
Police Report
In the absence of the Police Officers the Community Warden Dawn Riach Brown submitted the report. She reported that problems were being experienced in Ragstone Road with parents parking their vehicles inconsiderately when picking up their children from Madginford Schools. She had advised local residents to raise a petition asking MBC to impose a parking ban around school picking up times. It was agreed to monitor this situation.
It was also reported that there had been an increase in examples of graffiti causing problems in the area. The police were aware of the problem and again attempts were being made to apprehend the culprits.

The Community Warden also reported an increase in the number of dog fouling incidents in The Landway. She stated that she would make a determined effort to catch and identify the dog owner or owners responsible.

She also advised local residents to be aware of ‘rogue traders’ around Christmas time.
6
Action Points from Previous Minutes and urgent matters

6.1 Parish Plan update
It was reported that the over 860 Questionnaires had already been completed and
were awaiting analysis. 

The Chairman of the Parish Plan Steering Group Mr Smith reported on the 

choice of firms prepared to perform the analysis. It had been agreed to accept the

tender submitted by Aqueous Publishing from Weston-super-mare. Mr Smith

stated that enquiries had been made to Councils that had already had work done

by this firm and they all spoke very highly of the work performed and the results

obtained.
The costs involved were £1000.00 plus VAT to carry out the analysis of the first 

850 to a 1000 questionnaires and the balance on completion of a further 
£2,600.00  + VAT.
It was agreed to donate a further £2000.00 to the Parish Plan Steering Group to 

enable the work to be carried out,

The Parish Plan Steering Group promised to pursue extra funding from ‘Action

with Communities’ and also from the devolved budget of local Borough 

Councillors and County Councillor

It was also agreed that in early January posters would be placed around the
Parish and an advert placed in the Downs Mail would urge local residents 
to complete their questionnaires by 15th February 2009.
6.2
 Meeting with Allotment Holders from The Street Allotments
A report of the meeting held on the 21st November 2008 to form the new

Allotment Association  for the Street Allotments was produced and read (see 

Appendix 1)It was agreed to donate £100.00 towards the setting up costs of this 

new association.

(2)

6.3 Proposed Resurfacing of  Church Landway

It was reported that following the decision at the last meeting to carry on with the re-surfacing of Church Landway, the Council had been informed that the Woodland Trust proposed to carry out building works on the Trust Land early in the New Year. This work was to be carried out by the Royal Engineers and would involve trenching along Church Landway for the Water electrics and Sewer pipes.

It was agreed to postpone any resurfacing until after this work had been completed.

6.4 Town Twinning

It was agreed that due to the present economic climate the Council would not proceed with the proposed Town Twinning.
6.5 Model Publication Scheme 

 It was agreed that the Council would adopt the ‘Model Publication Scheme’, which was contained in the draft submitted by NALC.
7
 Police Report

PSCO Jim Stevens read the monthly crime statistics as set out in his report annexed to these minutes see (Appendix 2)
8
Matters Arising

8.1
Sub Committee meeting to discuss Quality Parish Council Status
It was agreed to cancel the meeting arranged for 16th December 2008 and arrange another date.
8.2 8 Manor Rise
It was reported that MBC were to inspect this site with a view to  ensuring the trees and scrub are kept under control. 
It was also reported that the Lipscomb Garage suite was also being inspected by enforcement officers in an attempt to get the site tidied up.

8.3
 Meeting with Mrs Foster re Planning application
It was reported that the meeting had taken place between Mr Ash The Clerk and Mrs Foster and Mr Ash stated that he would be asking the Council to reconsider their decision in January.
8.4
  New Handyman’s Contract
It was reported that the Clerk had attempted to contact Sharon Bayne but so far she had not returned his calls
8.5  37 Mynn Crescent
It was agreed that Mr Ash would inspect this property to ascertain if there had been any encroachment of a neighbouring property during the erection of the recent extension. 
(3)
8
Planning
The report of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on Thursday 4th December 2008 at 7.30pm was  produced and read (see appendix 3)

Update re planning application MA/08/1666 Little Orchard Church Lane  

It was reported that MBC Planning Authority had refused planning permission for this development. It was anticipated that an appeal will be lodged but at least this is a good result for all local objectors.


Update re planning Application MA/08/1614 Sunrise Home application

It was also confirmed that this application had been refused under delegated powers by MBC Planning Officers. Again an appeal was expected


Applications Received


MA/08/1443 Mote House Mote Park –  Application for 3 non illuminated advertising boards – No objections


MA/08/2044
2 Moncrif Close  – Erection of a Summer House – no objections.


MA/08/2190
Quoins 32 Spot Lane – First floor side extension and conversion of garage into a habitable room – no objections


MA/08/2196 – 5 Plantation Lane – Single storey side and rear extension with a new conservatory – No objections


MA/08/2195 – 7 Plantation Lane – Two storey side and rear extension with a new conservatory – No objections


It was agreed that due to the report that the garage of this property was being used as a house MBC Planning Officers should be informed


Applications granted and refused

MA/08/1865
Land rear of 13 – 21 Ware Street

Granted


MA/08/1889
4 South View The Street


Granted


MA/08/1938
20 Mynn Crescent


Granted


MA/08/1614
1 to 11 Ashford Road (Sunrise Homes)
Refused

9
Matters of Report

9.1
Finance Report




Cheques

It was agreed to approve and sign the cheques as set out in the attached schedule (Appendix 4).

Action Cheques to be sent as soon as possible
Budget Report  for next financial year 2009/2010
It was agreed that at the next Council meeting the budget for 2009/2010 would be set. The meeting would start at 7.00pm and the Budget Item would be last on the agenda
(4)

9.2     Open Spaces Report    

The next meeting of the  Open Spaces Committee would be held on the 11th December 2008. 
          9.3
Communications Report
The Report of the Communications Committee meeting held on the 25th November 2008 was produced and read see (Appendix 5).

It was reported that the notice-board adjacent to the bus stop on the Ashford Road had been destroyed in a vehicle accident. The Council was claiming for a replacement on our insurance policy, but it might take the opportunity to re-locate the new board to the Spot Lane area.

The Committee had looked at alternate ‘domain’ hosts for the new web site and these were still under consideration

It was agreed that the proposed ‘Parish Newsletter’ which had been prepared in draft should be produced and distributed in the near future.
It was also agreed to continue to prepare the ‘Home Information Packs’ and these would be distributed as soon as all the information had been collected and collated.

It was agreed that all the Council notice-boards would be inspected and then the Committee would recommend which notice-board could be designated for use by the Police and Community Warden.

The Communications Committee had recommended a budget of £3,000.00 for the financial year 2009/2010 and this was accepted by the Council

The next meeting of the Communications Committee would take place on Thursday 29th January 2009


9.4
Transportation and Lighting Report

The report of the Transportation and Lighting Committee meeting held on the 25th November 2008 was produced and read(see Appendix 6)

It was noted that a priority list of at least 20 dropped kerbs had been sent to KHS. It was agreed to circulate this list to Councillors as soon as possible.
Action: Send priority list to Councillors

Councillors were asked to sign up to the E petition which had been set up on the 10 Downing Street web site. Flyers advertising the petition were to be distributed to commuters and local residents.

(5)
A meeting had taken place between Borough Councillor Mr Ash, the Parish Council Clerk and Mr C Reynolds of MBC Parking Services to discuss the problems being caused around the area of Tesco Direct and the Esso Garage on the Ashford Road. A report of the meeting is annexed to these minutes (see Appendix 7)

It was agreed to accept the recommendations made at this meeting which included
*
Time limited parking bays would be put in place outside shops on Yeoman Court

*
Outside the Fish and Chip shop on the Ashford Road there would be limited waiting time similar to that already imposed outside Nat West Bank. This would be 1 hour limited parking with no return within 2 hours Monday to Friday.

*
It was also agreed to introduce parking bays outside Fish and Chip shop

*
Double Yellow lines would be placed outside Page & Wells to protect corner

*
The making of the roadway outside Marino’s into ‘one way’ only would be a matter for Kent Highways and a separate application would need to be made to them. It was stated that the status of the road should be checked as it might be a private road and therefore could not be made the subject of traffic orders.

*
Mr Reynolds agreed that the traffic situation in and around the Tesco Express/Esso Garage on the Ashford Road was causing problems. He suggested that double yellow lines should be placed along the whole frontage of the garage preventing cars parking on the A20 and blocking site lines of traffic exiting the site.

*
The Parking in the Doctors surgery would be kept under review to see if the parking restrictions placed on the A20 would create problems in the Surgery car park.

It was also agreed to continue to investigate the provision of ‘low level’ lighting for Church Landway.

Action: It was also agreed to write to KHS asking if they yet had a completion date for the new traffic lights at the Willington Street/Madginford Road junction

The Council noted that the proposed budget for the Transportation /Lighting Committee for the financial year 2009/2010 would be £14,000.00

(6)

At this point the Mayor of Maidstone  Councillor Denise Joy arrived accompanied by her escort. The meeting continued.

9.5
Entertainment Report – None


9.6
Chairman’s Report
The Chairman welcomed the Mayor to the Parish Council meeting on behalf of all Councillors and local residents.


9.7
Clerk’s Report – None


9.8
KAPC Report – None


9.9
Reports from Borough and County Councillors – None


9.10
Reports from Councillors who sit as representatives on local organisations


It was reported that the Joint Parish Council group opposing KIG would meet at the Tudor Park Hotel on Wednesday 17th December 2008 at 7.30pm.
10. 
It was agreed that the setting of the Budget would be discussed at the next meeting and this meeting would commence at 7.00pm. In view of the proposed early start the meeting would be held in Madginford Hall if possible..

The next meeting would be held in Madginford Hall Egremont Road on Tuesday 13th January 2009 at 7.00pm. 

11
The meeting closed at 8.55pm
(7)

