BEARSTED PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council held at Madginford Hall, Egremont Road, Bearsted on Tuesday 8th December at 7.00 p.m
Present:  Messrs Walton (chairman), Ash, Cuming, Dyke, Ethridge, Harris, Hughes, Licence, Smith, Stark  and Street, Mrs Cuming, Mrs Marshall MBE, Mrs Stevens, Mrs Rimmer (Clerk to the Council), KCC Community Warden Mrs Riach-Brown,  Leader of KCC Mr Carter (part) together with six members of the public.

REPORTS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC  -This is a concessionary short session and will be limited to half an hour.  Five minutes per person will be allowed initially and only if time permits will further comments be heard.- none
1
Apologies for Absence:  Mr Young
2
Police Report
a) 7 incidents since the last meeting (appendix 1)

b) There has been a significant number of lead thefts in the parish over the past month.  If anyone sees any suspicious activity please report it to the police.

c) Still concern regarding parking in Church Lane etc.  Nothing has been heard back from MBC to date.

d) Liaising with MBC Parking Services regarding a long term solution to parking at the schools.

e) The Community Warden reported that there are a number of door to door salesmen and door knockers in the parish and warned residents to be aware.
f) The Community Warden reported that for the next six months she will have a young warden with her as part of a government initiative.  
3
Declarations of Interest
All Councillors were warned of the necessity to disclose any interest they may have in any items to be discussed.  A flow chart to assist councillors and a reminder of the rules regarding personal and prejudicial interests was circulated. 
Mr Ash and Mrs Marshall declared that they would not participate in any discussion concerning planning matters as they were members of the Borough Council Planning Committee.
Messrs Ash, Mrs Cuming, Mr Ethridge and Mrs Marshall stated that they were members of the Madginford Hall Management Committee and would not participate in any discussions concerning the Pre-School lease.

Mr Walton declared that he would not participate in any discussion concerning the planning application in relation to Two Trees, 25 The Landway being the immediate neighbour, and also the donation request regarding Otham PCC being a ‘Friend of Otham Church’.

4
Minutes of Meeting held on 10th November 2009 were agreed and signed as a true and 

accurate record of proceedings.
5
Matters Arising
5.1
Madginford Pre-school

a) Meeting to be arranged with Paul Carter to discuss matter further.  Ideas 
regarding the moving of the office from the hall to allow the hall to expand are being discussed.  Drawings regarding the proposal have been received and will be discussed.
b) Mr Ethridge advised that the pre-school have advised that they will have to close in 
September as they cannot offer the required hours.  Mrs Marshall questioned this.  Further information required.

c) KCC are to carry out a rent review on the land in the near future.

5.2
Parish Plan

a) The communications and open spaces committees have started to look at the areas of 
the action plan that they can become involved with.

b) Discussions to take place with the Community Warden and PCSO regarding the 
expansion of the NHW scheme.

c) Farmers Market – progress is being made with this with costings being collated.
There has been a suggestion that this can be run in conjunction with Thurnham Parish

Council being sited at Averenches Road.  

d) Elderly – Mr Smith is to visit the Seniors Club on 20th January to gain input through 
a question and answer session as to their views regarding life in Bearsted and to identify

their needs.

5.3
Other matters arising

None

6
Correspondence 
a) Communities and Local Government – War memorials – for information

b) Lord Lieutenant of Kent – Civic Service invitation

c) Resident re Parish Council procedures.  Response has been sent and further questions

raised.  

Action:  Finance Committee to discuss

d) Resident re KIG and parking – it is understood the inquiry is to discuss the conditions

to be placed on the development later in the week.  Letter to be sent to JPG and MBC regarding conditions the Parish Council wish to see.  
Action:  Transportation Committee to discuss how to prevent mass parking in the village should KIG be granted.

7
Planning

7.1
Minutes of Planning Committee 3rd December 2009 (Appendix 2).  Mr Walton left the room at this stage to allow discussion re Two Trees.  All decisions made by the planning committee were approved
7.2
Applications Received 
MA/09/1930 – 44 Fauchons Lane, Bearsted.  

MA/09/1987 – 4 Upper Chimes, Bearsted

MA/09/1911 – Caldicotts, The Street, Bearsted

MA/09/1920 – Two Trees, 25 The Landway, Bearsted

MA/09/2011 - Elsinore, Mount Pleasant Drive, Bearsted. 

TA/0177/09 – 4 Oak Croft, Bearsted

MA/09/2000 – Bearsted and Thurnham Club

ii)
Applications Granted
MA/09/1610 – The Guide Land, Church Landway

TA/0142/09 -   Trees to rear of 63 and 55 Button Lane

MA/09/1490 -  2 Colegate Drive

MA/09/1662 -  30a Yeoman Lane

MA/09/1649 -  Fairmeadow, Church Lane

MA/09/1660 -  118 Ashford Road

MA/09/1702 -  26 Nursery Avenue
TA/0149/09 -   2a Cypress Tree Cottage, Mount Lane
MA/09/1765 – 20 Shirley Way
MA/09/1591 -  Land at rear of 13-21 Ware Street

MA/09/1790 – 3 Manor Rise

(iii)
 Conservation Area Appraisal and Management Review – the clerk and Mr Ethridge are to attend a meeting with MBC on 9th December.

(iv)
Pre-application Correspondence received regarding the siting of an 02/Vodafone mast at the junction of Sandy Lane and Hog Hill.  Two letters of objection received from residents.  Whilst research papers show that there is no health risks there is anecdotal evidence to the contrary.  With the site being a route to school and close to residential properties the committee will refer the matter to MBC for permission.

8
Matters of Report

8.1 
Finance




(i)      List of Cheques to be signed – agreed (Appendix 3)
(ii)     Minutes of meeting 17th November 2009 (Appendix 4)
a)       Initial discussion regarding the budget for 2010-2011 took place.  At present there is a

proposal to increase the precept by 8% with a reduction in internal budgets.  Further meeting planned for 11th January which will be an open meeting.

b)       Donations – the committee considered donations for the year and sought agreement 
from the Parish Council for the following:

Otham PCC



£150

Agreed unanimously
Bearsted Responder


£ 90

Agreed unanimously



Bearsted and Thurnham Fayre
£200

Agreed unanimously


Victim Support


£300

Agreed unanimously


Heart of Kent Hospice

£300

Agreed unanimously



Kenward Trust


£300

Agreed unanimously 

Bearsted Football Club

£250

Agreed on vote of 7:2



Great Ormond Street Hospital
£ 50
)
Charities identified by the two young
Demelza House


£ 50
)
singers at Music on the Green


c) Madginford Hall- Mr Ethridge queried who is responsible for the land and car park at the hall. Having looked at the lease it would appear that the Management Committee are not.  
Action:  To be determined.

8.2
Open Spaces Report
(i)      
Minutes of meeting 19th November 2009 (Appendix 5)
a) The gate has now been installed at Church Landway although a solution is needed to 

the pedestrian gate in terms of disabled access.

b) Allotments – question raised from the tenants as to whether they will be able to have a 

say on the new agreement that is being drawn up.  A letter will be sent to all tenants in due course.

· The chairman of The Street Management Committee passed a letter to the council for 

consideration regarding the new agreement.

Action:  To be discussed by Open Spaces Committee
c)
Pond – Clearance of the pond is being undertaken.  It is proposed that a survey be carried out to draw up a management plan for the pond.  

d)
Planters and Hanging baskets – Mr Ash asked that the clerk contact Harrietsham and Lenham Parish Councils to determine how they deal with the maintenance of their planters.

Action:  Clerk to contact clerks to these councils

8.3
Youth Report
(i)
Date of next meeting 14th December 2009
(ii) 
Youth Centre
a) A meeting has been held with the Scouts to discuss their new lease.  It is proposed that 

the land be reduced by 21m to allow for the siting of the centre. Whilst the Scouts support the need for a centre they have asked that alternative sites be sought. Members of the Youth Forum are attending the parish reception to talk to residents about their views.  

b) A pre-application proposal has been sent to MBC regarding the scheme.

c) Designs and drawings for the proposal have been drawn up and will be on view at the 

reception and in the parish office.

8.4
Communications Report
(i)   
Minutes of meeting 12th November 2009 (Appendix 6)
a) Search and Store – more details received regarding this remote storage of files.  This 

is an important facility which will help the Parish Council in terms of its Continuity Management.

Action:  To be discussed at next meeting on 21st December 

b) Newsletter – it is hoped that the first edition will be published in the New Year

c) Community Information Pack – data collected and to be passed to the clerk for 

collation.

d) Facebook/Twitter – Roger Adley, head of communications at MBC has advised that 

both the borough sites are used, with 580 followers and 145 fans.  If the Parish Council is to take this matter further it is recommended that a dedicated updater is appointed.  Mr Adley also wished to congratulate the Parish Council on its website and offered advice on any matters relating to communications.

8.5
Transportation/ Lighting Report
(i) 
Minutes of  meeting 12th November 2009 (Appendix 7)
a) Mr Street reported that he had attended the Mid Kent Steering Groups last meeting.  

Many complaints regarding Kent Highway Services.  Quiet Lanes discussed.

b) Dropped kerbs – KHS have been forwarded a copy of those kerbs which the parish 

wish to fund.

c)
A20 speed limit review – modification to the limit being sought.

(ii)
Community Operations Parish Seminar

Mr Ash reported on the seminar, circulating a report to councillors.

8.6
Entertainment Report

Nothing to report

8.7
Quality Parish Council Application 
Evidence being collated.  On track for deadline.

8.8
Chairman's Report
KIG is very dominant in the lives of councillors at present.  Thanks to those councillors who attend the inquiry on a regular basis and keep the Parish Council up to date with proceedings.

8.9
Clerk's Report

(i)
Clerks Diary Sheet circulated to councillors.
(ii)
Training Update – report on training attended was circulated to councillors (Appendix 8)
8.10
KALC Report – held over to January meeting
8.11 
Written Reports from County Councillor and Borough Councillors
Mr Carter joined the meeting for the last half hour and apologised for not attending many meetings due to his heavy workload as leader of Kent County Council and Chairman of the South East Counties.

a) The County Council are looking to introduce Neighbourhood Forums that will allow 
Parish Council Chairmen and Clerks to come together with County and District Councillors to discuss service provision etc.  

b) County Councillors each have a £25,000 highways budget for funding projects within

their ward.  Mr Carter will be drawing up a list of those projects to receive funding.

c) KCC are looking at their budget for 2010-2011 and hope to keep the increase to 
Council Tax to a minimum without affecting services.

d)
Mr Carter asked Parish Councillors how they felt the KIG inquiry was going and listened to their various views.
8.12
Reports from Councillors who sit as representatives on local organisations – held over to January meeting
9
Matters for next Agenda
Maidstone Neighbourhood Forum

Pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the Public were excluded from the remainder of the meeting because of the confidential nature of the business transacted.

10
Date of Next meeting – Tuesday 12th January 2010 at King George V Memorial Hall, Manor Rise Bearsted
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.10 p.m
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