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ANNUAL REPORT 2008/2009

INTRODUCTION
This Report describes the main achievements of Bearsted Parish Council during 2008/2009.  It also gives details about the services provided by the Council.

ABOUT THE PARISH
Bearsted is a community on the outskirts of Maidstone in Kent and has a population of approximately 9,500 persons. It has well-defined boundaries with the railway line to the north, the River Len to the south, Willington Street to the west and the grounds of the Marriott Hotel and Country Club to the east.

BEARSTED PARISH COUNCIL
The Parish Council’s address for correspondence is the Clerk, Madginford Hall, Egremont Road, Bearsted, Maidstone, Kent  ME15 8LH.  
Tel No.  01622 630165 or 07917624278

Email:  clerk@bearstedparishcouncil.gov.uk
Website:  www.bearstedparishcouncil.gov.uk

COUNCIL OFFICE

The parish council office is open Monday to Friday 

10 a.m. to 4.30 p.m.
THE COUNCIL
The Council meets at 7.30 p.m. on the second Tuesday of each month except for August.  Committee meetings are generally held on a bi-monthly basis, dependent on issues that need to be discussed.  Members of the public are welcome to attend any meeting.  Agendas for meetings are posted on the parish council notice boards and the parish council website.
PARISH COUNCILLORS
Bearsted Parish Council consists of 15 councillors. The next election is in May 2010. 

Mr Richard Ash

            Mr Mike Cuming

Mrs Helen Cuming
         
            Mr Chris Dyke

Mr Leslie Ethridge
                            Mr Mike Harris

Mr Jonathan Hughes
            Mr Geoff Licence

Mrs Pat Marshall MBE
            Mr Trevor Smith

Mr Michael Stark

            Mr Kevin Street

Mrs Anne-Marie Stevens
            Mr Patrick Walton

Mr Paul Young

The chairman of the Parish Council is elected annually in May.  The Clerk to the Parish Council holds the office of Responsible Finance Officer and Clerk to all committees.
COUNCIL COMMITTEES
The Parish Council has committees to cover:

· Planning

· Transportation

· Communications

· Open Spaces

· Finance and General Policy

· Youth

Through these committees the parish council will be able to deal more in depth with the major areas that affect the life of parishioners.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT FOR 2008/2009
2008/9 has been a year of change for the Bearsted Parish Council. After 18 years of great service our Parish Clerk retired at the start of May 2009. Thank you Clive for the support to the numerous Councillors who have served Bearsted and the assistance you gave Bearsted residents.

When Clive joined the Parish he helped Pam Thomas to start the Parishes Annual Summer Play Scheme. The scheme has over the years achieved great success including obtaining an Ofsted excellent status. It supports on average 80 young people per day with a varied and active program. Some of the children now attending are the offspring of parents that went to the Play Scheme in the early 1990s. Sadly Pam Thomas has decided to stand down from the scheme this year. We are all most grateful to Pam for all her hard work over the last 17 years. The Play scheme will be taken over by June Wilkins and her daughter Amanda (Tiny Tots nursery). To ensure continuity several of the experienced staff from last year will be joining this year’s scheme.

A new Parish Clerk has been appointed- Helen Rimmer. She comes with almost 18 years experience with several Parishes in Maidstone and Tonbridge and Malling Districts and is fully qualified plus an active member of Kent’s Parish Clerk Association.

To reduce costs without reducing efficiency the Parish Office has implemented a five day opening week from 10am to 4.30pm. The program has been designed so that we do not need a Deputy Clerk while the evening meetings are covered. Helen has  a mobile phone to enable Parish visitors to make contact even when Helen is out and about on her duties.

Several new financial controls and Office Procedures have been reviewed, updated and implemented. All our systems have been scrutinised by an External, Independent Auditor who has considerable experience of Parish Councils around Kent. We were given a clean bill of health.

As a Parish we decided to maintain our proportion of the Domestic Rates at last year’s level in recognition of the difficult national economic circumstances. This has resulted in some delays to our programs and a reduction in our available grants.  However we are still going ahead with the popular Music on the Green and Fireworks events, This year we are continuing to support Dawn Riach-Brown’s Youth programs and also a repeat of last years new event, Classic cars on the Green in September. Last year Phil Hill organised a popular event for 100 Classic cars. The word has got around the Classic Car Clubs and thus we are expecting even more cars this year. Thank you Phil for your great work.

This year your Parish will be attempting to obtain Quality Parish recognition. 

Although not directly carried out by the Parish Council one of the Parish’s great successes has been the collation of the Parish Plan. This plan will influence of future of our Parish. Thank you to Trevor Smith for Chairing and organising this very difficult task.

Bearsted is an active supporter and major subscriber to the Joint Parish Group opposing the KIG proposal. We have budgeted a significant expenditure in the current year as we are determined to oppose anyway possible this horrific proposal next door to Bearsted.

The strength of your Parish Council depends on the quality of its Parish Councillors, its Committee Chairman, its Parish Clerk and the support we obtain from our Maidstone Borough Councillors, the Police, Kent County Council plus the organisations of which we are members.  I express my thanks to the many people concerned plus all those who encourage Bearsted Parish Council to achieve greater standards of service to the community.
PLANNING 
The Parish Council is a statutory consultee on all planning applications.  As such it is responsible for commenting upon all the applications which fall within the Parish.  These comments are passed to Maidstone Borough Council who take them into account when reaching planning decisions.  

HOW YOUR MONEY IS SPENT.
Each December, the Parish Council sets a budget for the next financial year. From this budget the precept is set.  The precept for 2009/2010 is £90,000.This represents about 1.6% of Bearsted’s total Domestic Rates Bill.
ANNUAL AUDIT OF ACCOUNTS

The draft accounts for 2008/2009 are set out below.  These have been sent to the auditor for approval.  As at 31.03.09 the reserves were £60,000.
More detailed accounts are available for inspection at the Parish Office
CONCLUSION
The Council welcomes views from residents and people working here on any aspect of life in the parish. You can get your views heard either by approaching a councillor or clerk, through correspondence with the parish office, or through the website, which now includes a forum section.
	Summary of Receipts and Payments Account

	for the year-ended 31 March 2009

	As at 31.03.08
	
	
	
	As at 31.03.09

	£
	
	Receipts
	£

	70,000
	
	
	Precepts
	90,000

	40,545
	
	
	Concurrent Function grant (gross)
	41,810

	0
	
	
	S106 monies
	8,500

	0
	
	
	Grant Monies
	3,930

	877
	
	
	Allotment Rent
	851

	1,540
	
	
	Green Sack Sales
	1,253

	324
	
	
	Rents
	600

	6,308
	
	
	Playscheme
	6,219

	7,429
	
	
	Concert/Fireworks
	6,877

	5,724
	
	
	Bank Interest
	4,381

	1,268
	
	    Miscellaneous
	1,039

	
	
	    VAT (Purchases) (1)
	9,047

	 £134,015
	
	Total Receipts
	£174,507

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Payments
	

	33,489
	
	
	Staff Costs
	40,865

	18,318
	
	
	General administration
	24,599

	13,784
	
	
	S137
	10,302

	318
	
	
	Lighting
	1,951

	278
	
	
	Allotments
	282

	38,191
	
	
	Open Spaces
	37,924

	0
	
	
	Communications
	4,919

	0
	
	
	Youth
	860

	0
	
	
	Planning/KIG
	3,876

	0
	
	
	Parish Plan
	4,522

	8,294
	
	
	Playscheme
	6,184

	98
	
	
	Subscriptions
	1,269

	15,455
	
	
	Concert/Fireworks
	9,051

	25,818
	
	
	Handyman
	27,409

	1,934
	
	
	Councillors Allowances
	6,345

	1,174
	
	
	Green Sacks
	1,368

	
	
	
	VAT (1)
	10,092

	£157,151
	
	
	Total Expenditure
	£191,818

	
	
	
	(1)  VAT is included in 2008/2009 accounts as a result of a change in accounting procedures followed
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