[image: image2]
[image: image2]

ANNUAL REPORT 2009/2010
INTRODUCTION
This Report describes the main achievements of Bearsted Parish Council during 2009/2010  It also gives details about the services provided by the Council.

ABOUT THE PARISH
Bearsted is a community on the outskirts of Maidstone in Kent and has a population of approximately 9,500 persons. It has well-defined boundaries with the railway line to the north, the River Len to the south, Willington Street to the west and the grounds of the Marriott Hotel and Country Club to the east.

BEARSTED PARISH COUNCIL
The Parish Council’s address for correspondence is the Clerk, Madginford Hall, Egremont Road, Bearsted, Maidstone, Kent  ME15 8LH.  
Tel No.  01622 630165 or 07917624278

Email:  clerk@bearstedparishcouncil.gov.uk
Website:  www.bearstedparishcouncil.gov.uk

COUNCIL OFFICE

The parish council office is open Monday to Friday 

10 a.m. to 4.30 p.m.
THE COUNCIL
The Council meets at 7.30 p.m. on the second Tuesday of each month except for August.  Committee meetings are generally held on a bi-monthly basis, dependent on issues that need to be discussed.  Members of the public are welcome to attend any meeting.  Agendas for meetings are posted on the parish council notice boards and the parish council website.
PARISH COUNCILLORS
Bearsted Parish Council consists of 15 councillors. Mr Richard Ash

            Mr Mike Cuming

Mrs Helen Cuming
         
            Mr Chris Dyke

Mr Leslie Ethridge
                            Mr Mike Harris

Mr Jonathan Hughes
            Mr Geoff Licence

Mrs Pat Marshall MBE
            Mr Trevor Smith

Mr Michael Stark

            Mr Kevin Street

Mrs Anne-Marie Stevens
            Mr Patrick Walton

Mr Paul Young

The chairman of the Parish Council is elected annually in May.  The Clerk to the Parish Council holds the office of Responsible Finance Officer and Clerk to all committees.
The next election is in May 2011.   Anyone wishing to find out about becoming a parish councillor should contact the clerk.
COUNCIL COMMITTEES
The Parish Council has committees to cover:

· Planning

· Transportation

· Open Spaces

· Finance and General Policy

· Youth
· Elders
Through these committees the parish council will be able to deal more in depth with the major areas that affect the life of parishioners.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT FOR 2009/2010
2009/10 has been a year of developing new ideas and meeting head on the KIG challenge. Our new Parish Clerk Helen Rimmer commenced her full time role last March and has proved to be great asset. There is no doubt that Helen’s arrival has challenged many of Parish’s Councils ways of doing things. Clearly we have become more efficient internally and externally with the Parish Office open 5 days a week. All the Parish’s financial controls, health and safety, meeting procedures, committee structures and several others have been reviewed and documented. The Parish has a new Financial Auditor with substantial Parish Council/ Town Council experience carrying out two checks a year plus our own Councillor Michael Stark, an experienced Account, carries out in between checks. 

The strength of any Parish Council is the quality of its Councillors, its employees and its committee Chairman. Fortunately, Bearsted has some extremely dedicated and talented Chairmen for its committees who make recommendations to the Main Committee.

· Chris Dyke has not only been a great support as Vice Chairman to the Council but he has been the Chairman of the Open Spaces Committee. This committee is responsible for the visual aspects of Bearsted and thus handles the largest part of the Parish’s budget. 

· Les Ethridge is Chairman of the Planning. This committee has created a highly effective structure to examine all planning applications in Bearsted, resulting in a logical approach to plans being submitted to Maidstone Borough Council.

· Kevin Street is Chairman of Transportation. His committee has spearheaded Bearsted’s approach to Kent County Council with great success.

· Paul Young is Chairman of Communications is continually seeking ways to improve communications with all members of the Parish to enhance our Downs Mail Page.

· Anne Marie Stevens is Chairman of our Youth Committee. This committee is working with Bearsted’s Youth and is dedicated to improving their environment/facilities. They have had substantial success in the last year.

· Jonathan Hudges organizes our excellent Music on the Green event. This highly popular event is the only one I know of in Kent run by a Parish Council.

· Trevor Smith has co-coordinated our Parish Plan and is now following up the suggestions by of the many Bearsted residents. The first of which is the organization of a Farmers Market at Madgingford Hall. Trevor in conjunction with Anne Marie is developing plans to work with Bearsted’s Senior citizens. 

As a Parish we are fortunate to have good support from numerous  local organizations and from individuals such as Peter Wilson, The Woodland Trust, and Brian Clifford of the Bearsted and Thurnham Society, the Police and in particular with Dawn Riach Brown our Community warden. 
Thanks also go to:
- June Wilkins and Amanda Franklin from Tiny Tots for running a very popular (judged by the number of early booking for this year’s scheme) Parish Summer play scheme.  

- Philip Hill for running the ever growing Classic Car Show in the Green (over 180 cars last September)

-Steven Warring for mowing the grass

-Tony Croucher, our handyman, for keeping the Parish clean and tidy.

-Michelle Hobbs for covering Helen’s holidays

-Dave Elstone, Helen’s partner who often helps the Youth Committee and those vital things to keep the ship moving forward. 

-Kent County Council, Maidstone Borough Council, and the other Parishes Bearsted we worked with throughout the year and the Joint Parishes Group Chaired by Richard Jacques.

The Parish Council has two active members who are also MBC Councillors- Pat Marshal and Richard Ash who often help us to obtain contacts and information from MBC. 

The battle by AXA and the KIG team against the objectors from Bearsted and other areas was amazingly hostile according to those more experienced than me on enquires. Changes/additions and amendments to the proposed plans seemed numerous by the applicant but never discussed by the community outside the enquiry. Surely this must be wrong. Anyway these modifications indicates how difficult the determined consistent opposition of local residents had on the might of expensive solicitors who are used to winning enquiries sponsored by large financial institutions. The Parish Council thanks all those who did it in their own way to fight the proposal –A MAGNIFICANT COMMUNITY RESPONSE. I still believe that the scheme as currently proposed will fail as the proposal is not a viable proposition.

The Parish Council has maintained its charge on your Council Tax at the same level for two years (just under ₤20 per Band D house per year). This has resulted in a reduction of reserves but next year we are aiming to reverse this trend by further reducing costs and seeking grants for major projects.

We are trying to cover the full range of ages within Bearsted and I hope that your Parish Council has given you value and enjoyment over the past year. Your Parish Council is always open to suggestions that improve the services and environment for the community as a whole.
Patrick Walton

May 2010

PLANNING 
The Parish Council is a statutory consultee on all planning applications.  As such it is responsible for commenting upon all the applications which fall within the Parish.  These comments are passed to Maidstone Borough Council who take them into account when reaching planning decisions.  
HOW YOUR MONEY IS SPENT.
Each December, the Parish Council sets a budget for the next financial year. From this budget the precept is set.  The precept for 2010/2011 is £90,000. This represents about 1.6% of Bearsted’s total Domestic Rates Bill.
ANNUAL AUDIT OF ACCOUNTS

The draft accounts for 2009/2010 are set out below.  These will be  sent to the auditor for approval in June.  As at 31.03.10 the reserves were £55,000.  
More detailed accounts are available for inspection at the Parish Office
CONCLUSION
The Council welcomes views from residents and people working here on any aspect of life in the parish. You can get your views heard either by approaching a councillor or clerk, through correspondence with the parish office, or through the website, which now includes a forum section.

	RECEIPTS AND PAYMENT ACCOUNT

	BEARSTED PARISH COUNCIL

	YEAR TO 31ST MARCH 2010

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	As at 31.03.09
	
	
	
	
	
	As at 31.03.10
	

	
	
	
	RECEIPTS
	
	
	
	

	
	90,000
	
	Precept
	
	
	
	90,000
	

	
	41,810
	
	Concurrent Functions
	
	42,470
	

	
	8,500
	
	S106 Money
	
	
	0
	

	
	3,930
	
	Grant Monies
	
	
	39,917
	

	
	851
	
	Allotment Rent
	
	
	1,690
	

	
	1,253
	
	Green Sacks
	
	
	800
	

	
	600
	
	Rents
	
	
	
	282
	

	
	6,219
	
	Playscheme
	
	
	5,776
	

	
	6,877
	
	Concert/Fireworks
	
	
	8,604
	

	
	0
	
	Youth Event
	
	
	270
	

	
	4,381
	
	Bank Interest
	
	
	52
	

	
	0
	
	Insurance Claims
	
	
	2,496
	

	
	1,039
	
	Miscellaneous
	
	
	375
	

	
	9,047
	
	VAT refund
	
	
	11,665
	

	
	£174,507
	
	
	
	
	
	204,396
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	PAYMENTS
	
	
	
	

	
	40,865
	
	Salaries
	
	
	
	37,040
	

	
	24,599
	
	Administration/Rates
	
	22,282
	

	
	10,302
	
	S137
	
	
	
	1,892
	

	
	1,951
	
	Lighting
	
	
	
	609
	

	
	282
	
	Allotments
	
	
	478
	

	
	37,924
	
	Open Spaces
	
	
	30,815
	

	
	4,919
	
	Communications
	
	
	2,891
	

	
	860
	
	Youth
	
	
	
	1,696
	

	
	3,876
	
	Planning/KIG
	
	
	9,628
	

	
	4,522
	
	Parish Plan
	
	
	0
	

	
	6,184
	
	Playscheme
	
	
	5,501
	

	
	1,269
	
	Subscriptions
	
	
	1,303
	

	
	9,051
	
	Concert/Fireworks
	
	
	8,280
	

	
	27,409
	
	Handyman
	
	
	26,596
	

	
	6,345
	
	Councillors Allowances
	
	7,036
	

	
	1,368
	
	Green Sacks
	
	
	0
	

	
	0
	
	s106
	
	
	
	39,566
	

	
	0
	
	Other Events
	
	
	1,198
	

	
	10,092
	
	VAT
	
	
	
	13,308
	

	
	£191,818
	
	
	
	
	
	£210,117
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